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touched and enjoyed however the two spouses please. As for actual sexual inter- 
course before the woman's menstrual flow or postpartum bleeding has stopped, 
however, this is forbidden even if a barrier is used — such as a condom, for example. 
If a man should have sexual intercourse with his wife while her flow of blood is still 
occurring, he is guilty of wrongdoing and should repent without delay; the wife is 
likewise guilty of wrongdoing for allowing him to do so, and it is a practice based 
on the prophetic Sunnah for them to give a dinar or half a dinar as charity [in 
expression of their repentance]. As for the value of a ‘dinar’, this is clarified in the 
section on zakah below (Hanafi, Shafii). 



117. It is agreed upon among the Malikis that a menstruating or postpartum 
woman is forbidden to have sexual relations as long as her blood flow continues. 
The question then arises: Is it permissible for her husband to fondle and caress the 
area between her navel and her knees without a barrier between his skin and hers? 
There are some Malikis who, like the Hanbalis, rule that it is permissible. However, 
the prevailing view among the Malikis is that it is forbidden even with a physical 
barrier due to the danger that, if the husband becomes highly aroused, he might not 
be able to restrain himself from going on to full intercourse. This ruling is consis- 
tent with the fact that the Malikis base their rulings on the principle known as sadd 
al-dhcira 7 ‘, that is, of closing the door, as it were, to any situation which might lead 
to that which is forbidden. 

This being said, it should be clear that there are benefits to be found in the 
prohibition against having sexual relations with a woman while she is menstruat- 
ing, since there is unanimous agreement among physicians that such a practice is 
extremely harmful to the reproductive organs. [Such statements no doubt reflect an 
earlier state of medical awareness - t.n.]. Nevertheless, there are rulings by some of 
the schools which might remove this restriction. The Hanafis, for example, allow 
the woman to have sexual relations if her blood flow ceases and if it continues to be 
absent for the entire time period for one ritual prayer — between the call to the noon 
prayer and the mid-afternoon prayer, for example — even if she has not performed 
ghusl. Given the fact that there are many women whose flow is intermittent during 
their menstrual periods, the Malikis also allow a woman to have sexual intercourse 
immediately after her blood flow stops, provided that she perform ghusl first. 

In addition, the Malikis hold that if a woman causes her vaginal bleeding to 
stop, if even by means of medication, it is permissible for her to have sexual rela- 
tions. Hence, it is not necessary for her vaginal bleeding to have stopped spontane- 
ously. Based on the foregoing, people with particularly robust sex drives who find it 
difficult to go long periods of time without intercourse are free to reach their own 
judgments on this matter and to act accordingly. 
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On Wiping One’s Shoes 
as Part of Ritual Ablutions 

The discussion of the practice of wiping one’s shoes as part of ritual ablutions will 
include the following ten topics: (1) the definition of “wiping one’s shoes”, (2) the 
definition of the type of shoe which it is permissible to wipe as part of ritual ablu- 
tions, (3) the ruling on this practice, (4) the evidence in favor of this practice, (5) the 
conditions associated with wiping one’s shoes as part of ritual ablutions, (6) how 
much of the shoe is to be wiped, (7) the manner in which the shoes are to be wiped 
in emulation of the prophetic Sunnah, (8) undesirable practices associated with 
wiping one’s shoes, (9) how long one is allowed to wipe one’s shoes as part of 
ritual ablutions before having to take them off and wash one’s feet, and (10) that 
which invalidates the act of wiping one’s shoes. 

The definition of “wiping one’s shoes” 

As used generally in the Arabic language, the word mash (rendered as ‘wiping’ 
here) means to pass one's hand over something. As for its meaning in the context of 
Islamic law, it refers to the process of wetting a particular type of shoe — the re- 
quired specifications for which will be explained below — at a specified time. 

As for the ruling on this practice, it is a concession which the Lawgiver has 
granted to accountable men and women, both those who are traveling and those 
who are settled in one place. As generally used in the Arabic language, the word 
‘concession’ ( rukhsah ) means ‘ease’ or ‘facility’; as for its meaning in the context 
of Islamic law, it is defined as a practice which goes against a given piece of legal 
evidence or legal principle based on additional, opposed legal evidence [which calls 
for one to act in opposition to the original piece of evidence]. As for a practice 
which is based on legal evidence without the existence of any opposing texts, it is 
referred to as a “divinely enjoined duty” (‘ azimah ). u * 



118. The word 'azimah also conveys the meaning of ‘resolve’ or ‘determina- 
tion’. Hence, there are situations in which a divinely granted concession is avail- 
able to someone — for example, the ruling that if one is traveling during Ramadan, 
he or she is not required to fast. In such a situation, the person may or may not 
choose to take advantage of this concession, depending on his or her personal re- 
solve in the matter [t.n.]. 
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JURISPRUDENCE ACCORDING TO THE FOUR SUNNI SCHOOLS 



However, the practice of wiping one's shoes as part of ritual ablutions is some- 
times a ‘duty’ ( wcijib ). 119 Examples of situations in which wiping one’s shoes rather 
than washing one's feet becomes obligatory are: (1) when someone fears that if he 
takes off his shoes and washes his feet, he will miss a given obligatory prayer, (2) 
when someone fears that he may miss the opportunity to perform some other obliga- 
tory act of worship, such as standing on Mt. ‘Arafah, and (3) when the person lacks 
sufficient water to wash his feet. In all other situations, however, it is simply a 
concession, that is, a practice which one is allowed to adopt under specific circum- 
stances even though washing one’s feet would be preferable to wiping one’s shoes. 120 

The definition of the type of shoe one may wipe as part of ritual ablutions 

The type of shoe that may be wiped as part of ritual ablutions is one which is worn 
on the feet and which extends up to the ankles. It may be made of leather, wool, 
hair, camel’s hair, linen, or other such materials. 121 As for footwear that is not made 
of leather, it is referred to as a stocking; a stocking may in some cases be referred to 
as a ‘shoe’, but only if it meets the following three conditions. It must: (1) be thick 
enough to prevent water from penetrating to the skin beneath, (2) stay on the foot 
by itself without being tied on, and (3) not be transparent such that one can see the 
person’s foot through it. Hence, even if stockings are thick enough to prevent water 
from soaking through them to one’s feet and, in addition, stay on one’s feet by 
themselves, they may not be considered shoes if one can see through them. In sum, 
then, ‘stockings’ which meet the three conditions mentioned here — whether they 
are made of wool, leather, or anything else, and even if they have no soles — may be 
classified in terms of Islamic law as ‘shoes’. 



1 19. In other words, there are situations in which, in order to obey some other 
aspect of Islamic law, one has no choice but to take advantage of this divinely 
granted concession [t.n.]. 

120. Nevertheless, the Hanbalis hold that wiping one’s shoes is preferable to 
taking them off and washing one’s feet. Their reason for holding this position is 
that God desires for people to take advantage of the concessions He has granted 
them, since in this way they become aware of His graciousness toward them, which 
in turn leads them to be grateful to Him. There are also some Hanafis who share this 
view. 

121. According to the Malikis, it is not permissible to wipe shoes which are 
made of anything but leather, although their sides might be made of wool, linen, 
etc., while the upper and lower parts are made of leather as in the case of some 
shoes which have soles, thick cloth sides, and a leather top. They also stipulate that 
leather used in shoes must have been bored with an awl; hence, if the pieces are 
held in place by some sort of material [glue, for example] without having been 
pierced [and stitched together], then they may not be classified as ‘shoes'. 
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RITUAL PURITY 



Evidence in support of wiping one’s shoes as part of ritual ablutions 

The practice of wiping one's shoes is supported by numerous sound prophetic hadiths 
which have been handed down through so many distinct chains of transmission that 
there is virtually no doubt as to their reliability. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr [d. 1071 AD/463 
AH] tells us in his book entitled, Al-Istidhkar that approximately forty of the 
Prophet’s companions relate narratives on the Prophet’s authority according to which 
he himself use to wipe his shoes as part of ritual ablutions. Hasan states, “I was told 
by seventy of the Prophet’s companions that he used to wipe his shoes as part of his 
ritual ablutions.” Among the sound prophetic hadiths on this subject is one con- 
cerning Jarir Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajall, 122 and related by all six imams. 123 It is nar- 
rated by al-A‘mash on the authority of Ibrahim, on the authority of Hammam, on 
the authority of Jarir, that Jarir once urinated, then performed his ablutions and 
wiped his shoes rather than washing his feet. “Do you do thatlY' someone asked 
him. In reply, he said, “Yes, I do. I have seen the Messenger of God urinate, then 
perform his ablutions and wipe his shoes rather than wash his feet.” 

This same point is mentioned by [‘Abdullah Ibn Yusuf] al-Zayla‘I [d. 1360 
AD/762 AH] in his book entitled, Nash al-Ravah, where he states, “This hadith 
used to be pleasing to them, because Jarir’s conversion to Islam took place subse- 
quent to the revelation of Surat al-Ma’idah, 124 that is, the chapter of the Qur’an 
which contains the verse concerning the manner in which ritual ablutions are to be 
performed, namely, “O you who have attained to faith! When you are about to pray, 
wash your face, and your hands and arms up to the elbows, and pass your [wet] 
hands lightly over your head, and [wash] your feet up to the ankles...” 125 This verse 
explicitly confirms the necessity of washing one’s feet with water. Nevertheless, it 
is opposed by a large number of sound prophetic hadiths which have been passed 
down through so many distinct chains of transmission that there can be no doubt as 
to the accuracy of their import; not only so, but it is an established fact that they are 
later than the verse quoted above. Hence, what one may conclude is that God has 
commanded us to wash our feet as part of our ritual ablutions if we are not wearing 
shoes, whereas if we are wearing shoes, all we are required to do is to wipe our 
shoes rather than wash our feet. 

Further evidence in favor of this practice may be found in a prophetic hadith 
included by al-Bukhari on the authority of al-Mughlrah Ibn Shu ‘bah. According to 
this account, the Prophet once went out to relieve himself and was followed by al- 
Mughlrah, who came carrying a container of water. When he was finished, al- 
Mughlrah poured water over him and he performed his ablutions, but instead of 
washing his feet, he simply wiped his shoes. In another hadith included by al-Bukhari 



122. Jarir Ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajall [d. 51 or 54 AH], a lord of the Yemeni tribe of 
Bajllah, embraced Islam in the year 10 AH [t.n.]. 

123. The “six imams” refer to Muslim, al-Bukhari, Ibn Dawud, Ibn Majah, al- 
Tirmidhl and al-Nasa’I, each of whom has a compilation of sound hadiths to his 
name [t.n.]. 

1 24. Surah 5, The Repast. 

125. Surah 5:6. 
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on the authority of al-Mughirah, he states, “Once when I was accompanying the 
Prophet on a journey, I reached down to take off his shoes [in order for him to wash 
them in completion of his ablutions]. But he said, ‘Leave them on. When I put them 
on, they were ritually pure,' after which he proceeded to wipe them." These, then, 
are two of the accounts to this effect narrated by al-Bukharl, Muslim, and other 
compilers of sound prophetic hadiths. 

Conditions associated with wiping one's shoes as part of ritual ablutions 

As we have seen, the word ‘shoe’ may be applied to anything worn on the foot 
regardless of whether it is made of leather, wool or any other material, provided 
that it meets the three conditions described in the section above. Anything which 
may be referred to as a ‘shoe' in this sense may be wiped in lieu of washing one's 
feet when performing ritual ablutions, given the following conditions: 

(1) The shoes must cover the feet, including the heels; as for that which is 
above the heel, it need not be covered, nor must the shoe be made of one piece. 
It is also permissible for them to open at the top and to close with buttons, 
buckles, shoelaces, etc. Hence, the basic condition here is that they cover the 
feet, whether they are closed to begin with or are partially open, but with but- 
tons, clasps or some other means by which they are drawn closed after being 
put on. 

(2) They must not be even slightly open at the heel. Thus, for example, if they 
have holes through which part of the foot is visible, it is not permissible to wipe 
them in place of washing one’s feet. The reason for this is that [when one per- 
forms ritual ablutions], it is necessary to wash the entire foot including the heel 
such that if even a small area remained unwashed, one’s ablutions would be 
invalid. Hence, given that the same ruling applies to the shoe which covers the 
foot, then if part of the shoe is missing, it cannot serve as a substitute for the 
foot, as it were. (This is the view of the Hanbalis and the Shafiis.) 126 



1 26. The Hanafis hold that if a shoe fails to cover all of the foot and the heel — 
as is the case if there are holes in one of the shoes through which parts of the foot 
can be seen — then if these holes cover an area no greater than the size of three small 
toes, it does no harm, and the shoes may be wiped even with such holes in them. 
However, if they amount to an area larger than this, one must wash his feet rather 
than wiping his shoes. 

If there are holes in both shoes, one should add up the areas of the holes in each 
shoe separately; if the holes in one of the shoes amount to more than the size of 
one’s three smallest toes, it is no longer valid to wipe them as part of one’s ablu- 
tions. Otherwise, one can wipe them as usual even if the other shoe has holes in it 
which, if their area were added to those in the first shoe, would amount to more 
than the size of one’s three smallest toes. 

As for the Malikis, they hold that if one of the shoes has holes in it which cover 
one-third or more of the area of the shoe, it is not permissible to wipe the shoes as 
part of ritual ablutions; however, if the holes amount to less than this area, it is 
permitted. Hence, the Hanafis and the Malikis agree that even if one's shoes have 
holes in them through which parts of one's feet are visible, one may still wipe them 
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(3) That one be able to walk a good distance while wearing the shoes. It is 
permissible for the shoes to be loose enough for the top, or most of the top, of 
the foot to show, so long as it is possible to keep walking in them (Hanafi, 
Shafii). 127 

(4) That the shoes be one’s own legitimate possession. If they have been stolen 
or taken from someone by force, or if there is some doubt as to the legitimacy 
of one’s ownership of them, it is not permissible to wipe them as part of one's 
ablutions. (This is the view of the Hanbalis and the Malikis.) 128 

(5) That the shoes be ritually pure. If one wears shoes which have impurities on 
some part of them, it is not permissible to wipe them as part of ritual ablutions. 
However, the various schools hold differing views on this point. 129 



as part of ritual ablutions. However, they differ in their rulings on the area that such 
holes may cover; that is, the Malikis hold that the holes may amount to one-third of 
the area of the foot, while according to the Hanafis, the maximum allowable area 
for such holes is the size of one’s three smallest toes. 

127. According to the Malikis, if one’s shoe is loose enough that some or all of 
the foot shows, this does no harm; rather, what is not acceptable is for it to be so 
loose that one’s foot does not fill it and, as a result, slips out of place. If this is the 
case, it is not permissible to wipe such shoes as part of one’s ritual ablutions even if 
one is able to walk some distance in them. 

According to the Hanbalis, if one’s shoes are loose enough that they make 
visible a part of the foot which must be washed during ritual ablutions, it is not 
permissible to wipe them rather than wash one’s feet. 

128. As for the Hanafis and the Shafiis, they hold that even if the shoes have 
been stolen or taken by force (in which case it is unlawful to own or wear them), it 
is nevertheless permissible to wipe them as part of one's ritual ablutions. In other 
words, the unlawfulness of wearing or owning the shoes does not negate the valid- 
ity of wiping them as part of one’s ablutions. A counterpart to this is the ruling 
according to which one may use water which has been stolen or taken by force in 
the performance of ritual ablutions provided that it is tahur , although the person 
who does so is guilty of wrongdoing. 

It may be noted in this regard that those who maintain that it is forbidden to use 
anything which has been stolen or taken by force in the performance of acts of 
worship whose purpose is to help us draw near to God Almighty have the soundest 
reasoning on their side. 

129. According to the Malikis, it is not permissible to wipe shoes as part of 
ritual ablutions unless they are ritually pure. Hence, if they have been contaminated 
by ritual impurity, it is not valid to wipe them as part of one’s ablutions despite the 
view that the removal of impurities from one’s clothing is [not obligatory, but rather] 
an emulation of the prophetic Sunnah. In other words, the Malikis maintain that 
shoes are subject to their own special ruling, and that impurities which get on them 
may not be overlooked under any circumstances. 

The Shafiis maintain that if a pair of shoes is contaminated by a type of ritual 
impurity which may be overlooked, it remains permissible to wipe them as part of 
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(6) That one not have put the shoes on until after performing a complete set of 
ritual ablutions. Hence, if someone were to wash his feet first, then put the 
shoes on, then complete his ritual ablutions, it would have no validity. This 
point is agreed upon by the Malikis, the Shafiis, and the Hanbalis. 110 



one’s ritual ablutions (note earlier section entitled, “Types of ritual purity which 
may be overlooked”). However, if they are contaminated by a type of impurity 
which may not be overlooked, it is not permissible to wipe the shoes as part of 
one’s ablutions before they have been cleaned off. 

As for the Hanafis, they hold that shoes may be wiped as part of one's ritual 
ablutions even if they are not ritually pure; however, although one’s wiping of them 
may be permitted, a ritual prayer performed on the basis of such wiping will not be 
valid unless the ritual impurity contaminating them is of the type which may be 
overlooked. As for the amounts of the various sorts of impurities which may be 
overlooked, this is discussed in the earlier sections entitled, “Types of ritual impu- 
rity which may be overlooked” and “Abstersion.” The Hanafis also stipulate that if 
a shoe has some ritual impurity on it, one must wipe the part of the shoe which is 
uncontaminated. 

According to the Hanbalis, shoes contaminated by ritual impurity may be wiped 
as part of ritual ablutions on two conditions: ( 1 ) That the impurity be either on the 
soles, which come into contact with the ground, or inside the shoes. However, if it 
is on the top or sides of the shoes, it is not permissible to wipe them. (2) That it be 
impossible for the person to remove the impurity without taking the shoes off. If the 
person is able to wash off the impurity while still wearing the shoes, and without 
damaging the shoes in any way, he must do so. On the other hand, if it would be 
possible to remove the impurity while keeping the shoes on but the person has 
nothing with which to remove it, he may go ahead and pray, touch the Qur'an, and 
perform other acts of worship which require that he be in a state of ritual purity. 

130. As for the Hanafis, however, they hold that performing a complete set of 
ritual ablutions [before putting the shoes on] is not a necessary precondition for the 
act of wiping one’s shoes to be valid. Rather, if one washed his feet as in ritual 
ablutions, then put on his shoes without having any occurrence of hadath , then 
completed his ritual ablutions, this would be valid provided that one’s ablutions 
had been performed with water, and provided that the water used had made contact 
with all parts of the body requiring washing or wiping during ritual ablutions. 
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(7) That one have performed ritual ablutions using water rather than having 
performed sand ablutions. This applies whether sand ablutions were performed 
due to a lack of water or on account of an illness which would prevent the 
person from using water. This condition is agreed upon by all the schools but 
the Shafiis. 1 - 11 



131. According to the Shafiis, it is permissible to wipe shoes which one has put 
on after performing sand ablutions provided that the sand ablutions were performed 
due to illness, and not due to a lack of water. In other words, if someone performed 
sand ablutions due to a lack of water, then put on his shoes, after which water 
became available, he would not be permitted to wipe his shoes as part of his next set 
of ablutions; rather, in this situation, he would be obliged to take off his shoes and 
perform a complete set of ritual ablutions. If, on the other hand, someone had per- 
formed sand ablutions due to an illness which prevented him from using water, then 
put on his shoes, after which the illness was cured, this person would be free to 
perform ritual ablutions and wipe his shoes. 

Hence, it may not be said that the feet bear no connection to sand ablutions 
[simply] because one is not required to wipe one’s feet when performing sand ablu- 
tions (as will be seen in the section below on sand ablutions). 
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(8) That there be nothing on the area to be wiped which might prevent the water 
from making contact with the shoe — such as dough or anything else which, if it 
were placed on someone’s foot, would keep the water from touching the skin. 

(9) That the shoes fit well enough that one can walk a certain distance in them 
(the estimation of this distance varying from one school to another). Hence, if 
the shoes fall off someone’s feet when he walks in them, or if the person wear- 
ing them is unable to keep on walking until he has covered this distance, he 
may not wipe them as part of his ritual ablutions. 132 

Some of the schools also cite further conditions associated with the validity of 
wiping one’s shoes. 133 

132. According to the Hanafis, it is not permissible to wipe shoes unless the 
person wearing them is able to walk the distance of at least one parasang, which is 
equal to three miles, or 12,000 steps, in them. In other words, they must be sturdy 
enough to allow someone to walk this distance in them without having to wear 
anything else, such as boots or shoes, over them. 

* * * 

The Shafiis hold that if the person wearing the shoes is on a journey, then in 
order for it to be permissible to wipe the shoes as part of his ritual ablutions, they 
must be sturdy enough for him to walk in them for three days and three nights 
without wearing anything else over them. What is meant here is not, of course, that 
the person has to walk for three days and three nights continuously, but rather that 
during this period, he will stop to rest here and there along the way. In the case of 
someone who is resident in one place, it is only permissible to wipe the shoes when 
performing ritual ablutions if the shoes would be sturdy enough for a traveler to 
make do with them for one day and one night. In other words, the criterion for 
judging the sturdiness of a pair of shoes is based on the situation of a traveler, even 
if the person who wishes to wipe them as part of ritual ablutions is resident in one 
place. Hence, if the person wearing the shoes is actually a traveler, their sturdiness 
is determined by whether they will hold up for three days and nights of traveling, 
including both rest stops and actual travel, whereas if the person wearing the shoes 
is resident in one place, their sturdiness is determined based on the same criterion 
as for a traveler; however, unlike the traveler, he is only allowed to continue wiping 
them as part of ritual ablutions for one day and one night. 

* * * 

The Malikis do not stipulate that one must be able to walk in shoes for a par- 
ticular period of time; instead, they stipulate that the shoes must be made of leather, 
which is suited by its very nature to walking. In addition, the Malikis hold that in 
order for it to be permissible to wipe shoes as part of ritual ablutions, they must be 
neither so loose that one’s feet do not properly fill them, nor so tight that the person 
wearing them is not able to walk comfortably. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, they stipulate simply that one must be able to walk when 
wearing the pair of shoes, but without specifying a particular distance. Instead they 
say that the criterion in this regard should be determined by prevailing practice and 
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custom, and that if a person can walk a reasonable distance in the shoes based on 
this criterion, it is permissible to wipe them as part of ritual ablutions. 

133. The Hanafis stipulate the following conditions: (1) The shoes must not 
have holes in them of a size which would make it invalid to wipe them as part of 
one’s ablutions. (As we have seen, they set the maximum area for such holes as the 
size of three small toes.) (2) The area wiped must be the size of three little fingers, 
and this area must be on the top of the shoe. Hence, if one were to wipe the sole of 
the shoe, the inside of the shoe, the sides, the heel, or the part that extends up 
beyond the ankle, it would have no validity. (3) One must wipe the shoes with three 
fingers. It is not permissible to wipe them with a single finger for fear that the 
others might dry off before one has finished wiping the required area. However, if 
one were to use a single finger to wipe three separate places on each shoe, using 
fresh water each time, this would be valid. It is also acceptable to wipe the required 
area with one’s fingertips, and with the water dripping off of them. If the water is 
not dripping off them, however, the wiping will not be valid. (It should be noted 
here that it is not necessary for the wiping to be done with one’s hand; thus, if the 
required area of the shoe were ‘wiped’ by means of rain falling on it, or if water 
were poured over it, this would suffice.) (4) The part of the shoe which is wiped 
must be directly over the foot. Thus, for example, if one were wearing shoes which 
were so long that part of the shoe remained empty, it would not be valid to wipe this 
part. (5) In the case of someone whose foot has been cut off, at least three toes’ 
length of his foot must remain. Thus, if someone’s foot has been cut off and what 
remains of it is less than this amount, it will not be permissible to wipe one’s shoes; 
if, however, the foot has been cut off above the ankle and the other foot remains, it 
is permissible to wipe the shoe worn on the remaining foot. 

The conditions set down by the Shafiis are as follows: (1) One must not have 
put the shoes on over a cast or splint; hence, if someone with a cast on his foot 
wiped the cast while performing ablutions, then put his shoes on over it, it would 
not be permissible to wipe them as part of further ablutions. (2) One’s feet and the 
socks one is wearing under the shoes must be ritually pure. (3) The shoes must be 
thick and sturdy enough to prevent water from soaking through to one’s feet if 
water were poured over them, although water which comes through holes borne 
with an awl [either for purposes of stitching or for the placement of shoelaces] may 
be overlooked. 

* * * 

As for the Malikis, the conditions they add are as follows: ( 1 ) The shoes must 
be made entirely of leather. (2) They must have holes bored in them with an awl. (3) 
The person who wishes to wipe the shoes as part of ritual ablutions must not be 
wearing them simply for the sake of adornment and comfort, but rather, in order to 
emulate the prophetic Sunnah or to protect his feet from heat, cold, thorns, scorpi- 
ons, or the like. However, if he is simply wearing them in order to protect his feet 
from fleas, to avoid having to wash them, to protect the henna he has put on them, 
etc., it is not permissible to wipe them as part of his ritual ablutions, since the 
purposes for which they are being worn are indicative of a lifestyle of luxury and 
ease. However, none of the other schools agrees with the Malikis on this condition. 
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How much of the shoes must be wiped as part of ritual ablutions 

Despite the fact that the practice of wiping one's shoes as part of ritual ablutions is 
a symbolic substitute for washing one’s feet, and despite the fact that when per- 
forming minor ritual ablutions one must wash the feet in their entirety, the Law- 
giver does not require that we wash the entire shoe covering each foot. The reason 
for this is that this practice represents a special dispensation, as it were, a conces- 
sion in which God has granted us great latitude as a means of demonstrating His 
mercy toward us. As for the area of each shoe which must be wiped, there are 
differing views among the various schools. 134 

What to do when wearing one pair of shoes over another 

If someone is wearing a pair of shoes over stockings which are thick enough to 
fulfill the conditions for being referred to as ‘shoes’, or if he is wearing one pair of 
shoes over another, such as two pairs of shoes made of soft leather, or something 
like galoshes or boots designed to protect shoes from water or mud, it is sufficient 
to wipe what is being worn on the outside given certain conditions. 135 



134. According to the Malikis, one is required to cover the entire top of the 
shoe; as for the sole of the shoe, that is. the part which comes into direct contact 
with the ground, it is desirable to wipe this as well. There are those who hold that 
this latter practice is obligatory; hence, in deference to this view, the Malikis hold 
that if someone fails to wipe the soles of his shoes, he should repeat whatever prayer 
he performed [on the basis of the wiping in which he failed to wipe the sole of his 
shoe] at a time of his choosing. (The time referred to here will be clarified further in 
the section below on prayer times.) As for the inside of the shoe, it is considered 
undesirable to wipe it even if the shoes are loose enough that one could get his hand 
inside them. 

* * * 

The Hanafis hold that one must wipe a part of the top of each shoe equal to the 
length and breadth of three little fingers, provided that the part wiped be directly 
over the foot. 

^ ^ ^ 

As for the Shafiis, they hold that one is required to wipe any part of the top of 
the shoe, and that this may be done even by touching it with a single wet finger 
rather than actually passing the finger over the area; this ruling is based on the 
analogy of wiping the head. However, it is not valid to wipe some other part of the 
shoe, for example, the areas along the edges of the shoe, the heel, the upper rim, the 
soles or the sides. However, they hold that it is permissible to wipe the part of the 
shoe which is parallel to the ankles. If there is hair on the surface of the shoe which 
prevents the water from making contact with the leather beneath it. the wiping will 
not be valid. Nor is it valid if someone intends only to wipe the hair rather than the 
leather itself, even if the water comes in contact with the leather. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, they maintain that one is obliged to wipe most of the top of 
each shoe, while it is desirable to wipe the sole as well. If one neglects to wipe the 
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sole out of forgetfulness, he should come back and wipe this part alone without 
repeating his ablutions, even if more time has passed than that allowed between 
washing one part of the body and another in accordance with the principle of con- 
tinuity ( muwdldh ). If someone has deliberately neglected to wipe the soles, he should 
come back and wipe them separately if only a short time has passed, whereas if 
more than the time allowed for continuity in ablutions has passed, it is recom- 
mended that he repeat his ablutions from the beginning and redo the prayer which 
he prayed performed before wiping his soles if sufficient time remains in the time 
period for the prayer concerned. 

135. The Hanafis specify three conditions for the validity of wiping an outer 
pair of shoes, namely: (1) The outer pair of shoes must be made of leather. If they 
are not made of leather and the water penetrates to the shoes beneath them, the 
wiping is still valid, whereas if it does not reach the shoes beneath, it is not. (2) The 
outer pair of shoes must be sturdy enough to be walked on if worn alone; otherwise, 
the wiping is invalid unless the water penetrates to the shoes beneath. (3) The outer 
pair of shoes must be put on when the person is in the same state of ritual purity he 
was in when he put on the inner pair; in other words, the outer pair must be put on 
before any hadath has occurred and before the inner pair has been wiped. 

5{c ^ ijj 

As for the Shafiis, they hold that if both the outer and the inner shoes are so 
flimsy that it would not be permissible to wipe them if worn alone, one must wash 
his feet in order to complete his ablutions, and wiping will not be valid. If only the 
inner pair is too flimsy to be wiped if worn alone, the ruling is based on the outer 
one, and the inner pair is not to be considered a ‘shoe’. On the other hand, if the 
inner shoes are sturdy while the outer ones are flimsy, or if both are sturdy, it is 
permissible to wipe the outer pair provided that the water is sure to penetrate to the 
inner one and provided that when doing the wiping, the person concerned has the 
conscious intention of either wiping the inner shoe through the outer one, or of 
wiping them both. The same ruling applies if one simply intends to wipe his shoes 
without specifying which pair. However, if the person intends only to wipe the 
outer pair, or if he intends to wipe the inner pair but the water does not soak through 
to the inner pair, the wiping will not be valid. 

According to the Hanbalis, if someone puts on one pair of shoes over another 
before having an occurrence of hadath , he may wipe the outer pair even if one of 
the two pairs has holes in it (but not if both of them do, even if, when worn together, 
they conceal the entire foot). Moreover, if someone places his hand inside the outer 
pair and wipes the inner one, the wiping is valid so long as the inner pair is sound 
[free of holes]. They also hold that if someone wipes the outer pair of shoes and 
then takes them off, he must take off the inner pair as well and wash his feet. 

* * * 

As for the Malikis, the ruling on wiping in this situation depends on the condi- 
tion of the outer pair of shoes. Hence, if someone takes off the outer pair, he is 
obliged to wipe the inner pair immediately in order to maintain the required conti- 
nuity in the performance of ritual ablutions along with the necessary presence of 
mind and the ability to maintain such continuity. 
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The manner in which shoes must be wiped 
based on the prophetic Sunnah 

The Sunnah-based procedure for wiping one’s shoes is to place one’s right fingers 
at the tip of one’s right shoe while placing the fingers of one’s left hand at the tip of 
one’s left shoe, then passing both hands over both shoes up to the upper, innermost 
edge of each shoe and beyond it to the ankles. 

How long one may continue wiping one’s shoes 
before having to remove them and wash one’s feet 

Someone who is resident in one place may continue to wipe his shoes as part of 
ritual ablutions for one day and one night, 137 whereas a traveler is allowed to do so 
for three days and three nights; moreover, this period of time applies to the traveler 
regardless of whether or not he is on a legitimate journey which is long enough to 
justify the shortening of ritual prayers, 1 ™ and regardless of whether or not the per- 
son concerned suffers from incontinence of some type. 139 This ruling is based on 
the hadith narrated by Muslim on the authority of Shurayh Ibn Hani’, who said. “1 
once asked ‘A’ishah, may God be pleased with her, about wiping one’s shoes as 
part of ritual ablutions, and she said, ‘Ask ‘All, since he used to travel with the 
Prophet.’ So I asked ‘All, and he said. ‘The Messenger of God used to allow three 
days and three nights for travelers, and one and day and one night for those settled 
in one place.’” 



136. According to the Malikis, the manner in which one is to wipe one’s shoes 
is simply recommended rather being based on the prophetic Sunnah. As for the 
recommended procedure in their view, it consists in placing one’s right hand over 
the tips of one’s right toes while placing the left hand under them, then passing both 
hands over the right shoe as far as the ankles. For the left foot one repeats the same 
process in reverse, that is, by placing one’s left hand over the tips of one’s left toes 
and the right hand under them, then passing both hands over the shoes as far as the 
ankles. 

sfc 

The Shaftis hold that the Sunnah-based procedure for wiping one’s shoes is as 
follows: The parted fingertips of the left hand are placed under the [right] heel while the 
parted fingertips of the right hand are placed on top of the [right] toes, after which one 
draws the right hand as far as the upper, innermost edge of the shoe, while the left hand 
is drawn up to the tips of the toes from beneath, the result being that one wipes in 
parallel lines up and down the shoes. 

1 37. The Hanbalis and the Shafiis restrict travel in this context to a legitimate jour- 
ney which is long enough to justify the shortening of ritual prayers. Thus, if someone 
went on a journey which was shorter than this, or if the journey were one which in- 
volved some sort of disobedience to God’s commands, then the period of time allowed 
for wiping his shoes would be only one day and one night, that is, the same as for 
someone settled in one place. In addition, the Shafiis stipulate that the journey must be 
a purposeful one; thus, if someone simply took off and wandered about aimlessly with- 
out having any particular destination in mind, he would only be allowed to continue 
wiping his feet as part of ritual ablutions for one day and one night. 
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The period of three days and three nights, or one day and one night, is calcu- 
lated from the time when the person first has an occurrence of hadath after putting 
the shoes on. 140 For example, if someone performed ritual ablutions and put on a 
pair of shoes at noon, after which he remained in a state of ritual purity until time 
for the evening prayer, at which point he had an occurrence of hadath, then the 
period which he would be allowed to continue wiping his shoes as part of his ritual 
ablutions would be calculated from the moment when he had the occurrence of 
hadath , not from the time he put the shoes on. 



1 38. According to the Malikis, there is no set limit to the period of time during 
which one is allowed to continue wiping his shoes as part of ritual ablutions; rather, 
one need not remove the shoes unless there is a need to perform major ablutions. 
Nevertheless, it is recommended that those who wish to attend the Friday congre- 
gational prayer remove them before the Friday prayer even if they do not intend to 
perform the Sunnah-based ghusl for the Friday prayer. Moreover, if someone does 
not take off his shoes on Friday, it is recommended that he remove them one week 
after he first put them on, and on the same day each week thereafter. 

139. According to the Hanafis, these periods of time apply only to those who 
do not suffer from incontinence of any kind. As for those who do, if they perform 
ritual ablutions, then put on shoes at a time when there is no flow of the substance 
in respect to which they suffer from the incontinence, they are subject to the same 
ruling that applies to others; in other words, their wiping of their shoes is not ren- 
dered invalid until the maximum period of time has elapsed [that is, either three 
days and three nights, or one day and one night]. However, if they have a recurrence 
of their incontinence, or if, when they put the shoes on, the incontinent flow was 
occurring, the wiping of their shoes will be invalidated with the termination of the 
time period for each of the five obligatory prayers; if this is the case, they must take 
off their shoes and — unless their ablutions have been invalidated by something other 
than a flow of the substance in relation to which they suffer from incontinence — all 
they need to do is wash their feet. 

* * * 

As for the Shafiis, they hold that the maximum periods of three days and three 
nights and one day and one night do not apply to someone who suffers from some 
sort of incontinence; rather, such a person is required to take off his shoes and 
perform complete ritual ablutions for every obligatory prayer, although it is permis- 
sible for him to wipe his shoes rather than wash his feet for supererogatory prayers. 

140. In a more detailed version of this ruling, the Shafiis state that if the hadath 
is of the type which occurs by one’s own choice — such as touching someone of the 
opposite sex [given the conditions cited above in the section on "that which renders 
ritual ablutions invalid” - t.n.] or going to sleep — then the period of time during 
which one may continue to wipe one’s shoes before washing his feet again should 
be calculated to start from the moment the hadath begins, whereas if it is of the type 
over which one has little control — such as relieving oneself of stool or urine, hav- 
ing an involuntary emission of semen, etc. — then the period is calculated to start 
from when the hadath ends. 
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Undesirable practices associated with wiping one’s shoes 

The following practices associated with wiping one’s shoes are considered undesir- 
able, though not to the point of approaching the unlawful: (1) wiping the shoes 
more than once, and (2) washing the shoes rather than simply wiping them. This 
practice is undesirable only if what one intends to do by washing the shoes is to 
remove a state of ritual impurity ( hadath ). However, if one washes them simply for 
purposes of cleanliness, or to remove physical impurities from them, then it is not 
undesirable to do so, although at the same time, it does not take the place of wiping 
them. Rather, after the shoes have been washed, they must be wiped as well. 141 

That which nullifies the effectiveness of wiping one’s shoes 

Events which invalidate the act of wiping one’s shoes as part of ritual ablutions 
include the following: (1) an occurrence which renders it necessary to perform 
ghusl, such as sexual discharge, menstrual flow, postpartum bleeding, and so on, 
(2) taking the shoes off, even if this only means pulling the feet out as far as the 
shoes’ upper rims, 142 (3) getting a hole in them, 143 and (4) the lapsing of the time 
period allowed, even if one only suspects that it may have elapsed. 144 



141 . The Hanafis hold that washing one’s shoes, even if it is done without the 
intention of wiping them — as, for example, if someone washed them for the sake of 
cleanliness, or even without any intention at all — serves as an acceptable substitute 
for wiping them. Even so, the practice of washing them is still considered undesir- 
able. 

142. The Hanafis hold that properly speaking, the effect of wiping one’s shoes 
as part of ritual ablutions is not invalidated unless more than half the foot comes out 
of the shoe. 

iji ij; 

According to the Malikis, the most trustworthy view is that the effect of wiping 
one’s shoes is only invalidated if the entire foot comes out of the shoe. If this hap- 
pens, and if the person proceeds immediately to wash his feet, his ritual ablutions 
will remain valid. If not, and if the reason for his not washing his feet right away is 
that he forgot to do so, he should wash his feet with the conscious intention of 
completing his ablutions regardless of how much time has passed since he took off 
his shoes. If, on the other hand, he deliberately neglected to wash his feet after 
removing the shoes, he should complete his ablutions in the aforementioned man- 
ner only if a short time has passed since he last performed them; [otherwise, he 
should perform them again from the very beginning], 

143. The Shafiis hold that if someone gets a hole in one of his shoes through 
which one can see a part of the foot which must be washed as part of ritual ablu- 
tions — even if it is covered by a sock or a bandage — then the effect of his wiping 
his shoes is invalidated. If the hole appears when the person is in a state of ritual 
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purity, all he is required to do is to wash his feet with the intention of completing his 
ablutions rather than doing them all over again. If the hole appears while he is 
praying, his prayer becomes invalid, but all he has to do is wash his feet, then begin 
his prayer again. 

* * * 

The Hanbalis hold that if one’s shoes have a hole in them through which one 
can see part of the foot, however small, and even if the opening is located where a 
hole has been bored with an awl for the purposes of stitching, it is no longer permis- 
sible to wipe them as part of one’s ablutions unless, while one is walking, the hole 
closes up in such a way as to conceal the part of the foot [which must be washed as 
part of ritual ablutions and] which was exposed. Moreover, anytime something hap- 
pens to invalidate the effect of wiping one’s shoes — be it a hole, the passage of the 
maximum period of time during which one may wipe one’s shoes, sexual discharge, 
the occurrence of something which would invalidate an extenuating condition such 
as incontinence, etc. — he must take off his shoes and repeat his ablutions from the 
beginning rather than just wash his feet. The reason given for this ruling is that 
wiping one’s shoes has the effect of removing a state of ritual impurity ( hadath ) 
such that when this effect has been invalidated, the state of ritual impurity returns in 
its entirety, since as the Hanbalis see it, such a state is ‘indivisible’ as it were [in 
other words, the matter of hadath is an all-or-nothing proposition in the sense that 
either one is in a state of ritual impurity, in which case it is necessary to perform a 
complete set of ritual ablutions, or one is not - t.n.J. 

* * * 

According to the Malikis, the wiping of one’s shoes is rendered invalid by a 
hole or holes if they cover an area equal to or greater than one-third of the foot. If a 
hole develops in the shoes after the person has wiped them and when he or she is 
still in a state of ritual purity, the effect of his wiping the shoes will be invalidated, 
but not that of his ablutions. Consequently, he should remove the shoes right away 
and wash his feet so as to maintain the required continuity in the performance of 
ablutions. If one delays taking off his shoes and washing his feet due either to 
forgetfulness or to inability, his original ablutions are not invalidated and all he has 
to do is wash his feet. If someone deliberately puts off removing his shoes and 
washing his feet and if there has been a long delay, his ablutions are invalidated, 
whereas if only a short time has passed, only the wiping of his feet is invalidated, 
and he is only obliged to wash his feet. If, on the other hand, the hole develops 
while he is praying, he should stop praying, take off his shoes immediately and 
wash his feet in the manner described above. 

* * * 

As for the Hanafis, they hold that if the holes in one’s shoes amount to an area 
equaling the size of three little toes, it is invalid to wipe the shoes as part of one’s 
ritual ablutions. However, a hole will only invalidate the wiping of one’s shoes if it 
is so wide open that when the person wearing the shoes starts to walk, the hole will 
open up and get larger, causing an area equal to the size of three little toes to be- 
come visible. If, on the other hand, the hole is long and narrow such that it does not 
open up when one walks, it has no effect on the validity of the wiping of one’s 
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shoes. If the shoes are lined with leather or with a piece of cloth, even a thin one, 
which has been sewn into the shoes, and if an area of the shoe’s lining equaling the 
size of three small toes becomes visible, it will not invalidate one’s wiping of the 
shoes. However, if the shoes are lined with something other than leather [or cloth], 
or if what is inside them is not actually sewn into them, such as socks or a bandage, 
and if a hole in the shoe exposes an area of such a lining or inner layer equal to the 
size of three small toes, the wiping of one’s shoe is invalidated. The aforemen- 
tioned ruling applies whether the hole is in the sole, the top of the shoe, or the heel; 
however, if it is near the upper rim above the ankles, it has no effect on the validity 
of wiping the shoes. If there are a number of holes in one of the shoes, they do not 
make it invalid to wipe the shoes as part of ritual ablutions unless, when added 
together, they amount to the size of three small toes or more. If, on the other hand, 
there are a number of holes in both shoes such that, for example, one shoe has a 
hole the size of one little finger while the other shoe has a hole the size of two little 
fingers, this does not make it invalid to wipe the shoes. As for the types of holes 
which must be counted when adding them together, they include only those holes 
which one could insert a large needle into, whereas anything smaller than this may 
be overlooked. Hence, it is permissible to wipe shoes containing holes which may 
be overlooked provided that what one wipes is the shoe itself rather than anything 
which is visible through the holes. 

If, after wiping one’s shoes, a hole the size of three small fingers develops in 
the manner described above while one’s last ablutions are still valid, only the wip- 
ing of one’s shoes is rendered invalid and all that is required is to wash one’s feet. 
The same requirement applies if some other event [besides a hole in one's shoe] 
occurs to invalidate the wiping of one’s feet, even if one is praying; thus, if the 
wiping of one’s feet is rendered invalid for some reason while one is praying, one 
should wash one’s feet (though consciously intending the completion of one’s ab- 
lutions is not necessary according to the Hanafis), then repeat the prayer concerned. 

144. As we have seen, the Malikis do not recognize any maximum for the pe- 
riod of time one is allowed to wipe one’s shoes without having to take them off and 
wash one’s feet. 
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On Sand Ablutions 
(Tayammum) 

Sand ablutions (tayammum) will be discussed under the following eight subtopics: 
(1) their definition, the evidence in support of the practice, and the wisdom behind 
it, (2) types of sand ablutions, (3) conditions associated with sand ablutions, (4) 
situations in which sand ablutions are allowed, (5) the pillars or obligations in- 
volved in the performance of sand ablutions, (6) Sunnah-based practices associated 
with sand ablutions, (7) recommended and undesirable practices associated with 
sand ablutions, and (8) that which invalidates sand ablutions. 

The definition of sand ablutions, evidence in their support, 
and the wisdom in their legitimacy 

The meaning of the word tayammum as generally used in the Arabic language is 
‘aiming’ or ‘intending.’ As God Almighty declares, “and choose not [la tayammamu ] 
for your spending the bad things...” (2: 267). 145 

As for the meaning of tayammum in the context of Islamic law, it refers to the 
act of wiping one’s face and hands with “purifying dust” in a specified manner. 146 It 
does not mean begriming one’s face and hands with dirt; rather, what it means is 
that one places one’s hand on “purifying dust” (sa'id tayyib), rocks, or any of a 
number of other substances to be mentioned below. This practice may be resorted 
to when water is unavailable or when one is unable to use water for legitimate 
reasons. (Those reasons which are considered legitimate will be presented shortly.) 

The legitimacy of the practice of sand ablutions has been established based on 
the Qur’an, the prophetic Sunnah, and the consensus of the Muslim community. As 
God Almighty says, “ ... but if you are ill, or are traveling, or have just satisfied a 
want of nature or have cohabited with a woman, and can find no water — then resort 
to pure dust [sa'Idan tayyiban], passing therewith lightly over your face and your 
hands. God does not want to impose any hardship on you, but wants to make you 
pure, and to bestow upon you the full measure of His blessings, so that you might 
have cause to be grateful” (5:6). These gracious words indicate that tayammum has 
been legislated for people when water is not available or when they are unable for 
some reason to make use of water. 



145. The entire verse from which this command is taken reads as follows, “O 
you who have attained to faith! Spend on others out of the good things which you 
may have acquired, and out of that which We bring forth for you from the earth; and 
choose not for your spending the bad things which you yourselves would not ac- 
cept without averting your eyes in disdain. And know that God is self-sufficient, 
ever to be praised” [t.n.]. 

146. The Malikis and the Shafiis add to this definition the words “with con- 
scious intention”, since they view such intention as an integral part of the rite of 
sand ablutions. 
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As for the wisdom behind the legitimacy of this practice, it lies in the fact that 
God, may He be praised and adored, has relieved Muslims from undue hardship in 
those acts of worship for which He holds them accountable. Someone might object, 
saying: “Relieving people of undue hardship means that they should not be re- 
quired to perform sand ablutions when they lack water or are unable to use it, since 
sand ablutions themselves are a kind of hardship." However, this is a groundless 
objection, because the meaning of “relieving people of undue hardship" is holding 
them accountable only for what they are capable of. Hence, if someone is unable to 
perform minor or major ritual ablutions but is able to perform sand ablutions, then 
he is required to obey God’s commands by doing the latter, and not to ask God 
about anything but how such ablutions are to be performed. After all, the purpose 
behind all acts of worship is to help people learn to obey God’s commands, to give 
them an inward sense of His majesty, and to instill in them the awareness that He 
alone is the One to whom worship should be devoted. 

Some of the means by which God has commanded us to worship Him — such as 
major and minor ritual ablutions, the physical movements in ritual prayer, not in- 
dulging in worldly pleasures while fasting, as well as other practices which are 
good for the body — provide us with clearly visible benefits, while others provide us 
with inward benefits, that is, the benefits resulting from the purity of heart achieved 
through obeying His precepts. Inward benefits such as these lead in turn to outward 
gains, since the person who holds his Lord in awe and demonstrates this fact by 
doing His bidding enjoys positive relationships with others, who have no reason to 
fear he would do them harm but rather, on the contrary, benefit from all the good he 
does. Such are the goals people strive for in their earthly lives. Thus, obedience to 
the divine precepts serves the best interests of human society under all circum- 
stances; moreover, there can be no doubt that when one performs sand ablutions, 
one only does so in surrender to God's decrees. As such, sand ablutions are among 
the means by which we demonstrate our obedience to God and which lead, in turn, 
to inward contentment. 

Now, some people who lack an understanding of the true aims of the Islamic 
law, obedience to which results in happiness for society and the refinement of 
people’s morals, might suppose that the soil with which sand ablutions are per- 
formed is contaminated with harmful microbes such that wiping one’s face with it 
would be anything but beneficial. However, those who make such claims do not 
understand the meaning or purpose of sand ablutions, because the Lawgiver stipu- 
lates that the soil used be both clean and ritually pure. Moreover, we are not di- 
rected simply to take the soil and place it on our faces; rather, we are given a spe- 
cific manner in which to perform sand ablutions, which make it possible for us to 
engage in the same acts of worship which are based on the performance of minor 
and major ritual ablutions. Someone who says that placing one’s hand on clean 
sand, smooth stones, pebbles and the like will transfer harmful microbes to the 
person who does so might just as well stop putting his hands on bread, fruit or 
vegetables! He might as well forbid people to work in mines, tan hides, make shoes, 
or work as carpenters. In fact, he might as well stop putting his hand on anything at 
all for fear of the microbes that might be clinging to it. Such claims are made by 
people who would like to shirk their divinely given responsibilities so that they can 
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remain free to pursue the kinds of whims and lusts that captivate corrupt souls, 
thereby leading them to death and destruction. Otherwise, what are we to say about 
workers who fertilize the ground with manure and rid crops of disease and pests, 
and who enjoy better health and happier existences than those who mock the teach- 
ings of their religion? Why is it that microbes haven’t been the death of them?! The 
fact is that the Islamic religion urges its followers to maintain both ritual purity and 
good hygiene by avoiding filth and that which leads to illness. Consequently, Is- 
lamic law requires that the soil on which one places one's hands when performing 
tayammum be ritually pure and clean just as if it were a clean garment or handker- 
chief; hence, if it were contaminated or dirty, it would not be permissible to use it in 
tayammum. 

One other question which needs to be dealt with in this regard is: Why do sand 
ablutions involve only two of the parts of the body normally washed when one 
performs minor ritual ablutions, namely, the face and the hands? The answer is that 
the purpose for sand ablutions is to alleviate hardship; hence, it is sufficient when 
performing them to simulate minor ritual ablutions in a partial manner. The two 
parts of the body which must always be washed during ritual ablutions are the face 
and the hands, whereas the head, for example, is to be wiped; as for the feet, they 
are sometimes washed and sometimes wiped depending on whether one is wearing 
shoes or not. Hence, God has required that sand ablutions include only those two 
parts of the body which must always be washed in ritual ablutions, a fact which 
clearly involves an alleviation of hardship. 

As for the legitimacy of sand ablutions, it is supported by numerous prophetic 
hadiths. One such hadith, narrated by al-Bukhan and Muslim on the authority of 
‘Imran Ibn Husayn, tells us that when the Messenger of God once saw a man who 
remained isolated from others and did not take part in communal prayers, he asked 
him, “What is it that keeps you from praying with others?” The man replied, “O 
Messenger of God, I am in a state of major ritual impurity and I have no water.” 
“What you need to use is ‘pure dust’, then, and it will suffice you,” the Prophet told 
him. 

Muslims are in unanimous agreement that sand ablutions serve as a legitimate 
substitute for both minor and major ritual ablutions, although they hold different 
opinions on what specific situations call for sand ablutions and what types of earth 
may be used when performing them. 
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Types of sand ablutions 

Sand ablutions are of two types, 147 namely, obligatory and recommended. Given 
certain conditions, they are obligatory prior to the performance of any action that 
must be preceded by minor or major ritual ablutions, such as ritual prayer, touching 
the Qur’an, etc., and given the same conditions, they are recommended prior to 
performing any action before which minor or major ritual ablutions are recom- 
mended. Thus, for example, if someone wishes to pray a voluntary prayer and has 
no water to perform ablutions with, he may perform sand ablutions instead. This is 
because just as voluntary prayers are recommended, it is likewise recommended 
that one perform sand ablutions before praying such prayers. In other words, the 
reward one receives for performing sand ablutions is the reward received for per- 
forming a recommended action even though, [in the absence of water], the prayer 
would have no validity if one failed to perform them. Hence, despite the fact that 
sand ablutions are recommended rather than obligatory, they are nevertheless a 
condition for the validity of ritual prayer in such a situation. At the same time, if 
someone performs neither the sand ablutions nor the voluntary prayer that would 
have followed them, this will not be held against him. 

Conditions associated with sand ablutions 
In order for sand ablutions to be valid, the following conditions must be met: 

( 1 ) The time period for the ritual prayer for which one is performing them must 
already have begun. 148 

(2) One must consciously intend 149 to perform sand ablutions. 

(3) The person performing them must be a Muslim. 

(4) The person must have searched for water when it was unavailable. 

(5) There must not be anything on either the face or the hands, be it grease, 
wax, or anything else, that would form a barrier between the skin and the “pu- 
rifying dust” used in sand ablutions. 

(6) A woman intending to perform sand ablutions must not be menstruating or 
experiencing postpartum bleeding. 



147. The Hanafis add a third type as well, namely “sand ablutions as a ‘duty.’” 
As we saw earlier in the section on Sunnah-based practices associated with minor 
ablutions, the Hanafis hold that a ‘duty’ [wcijib] in this sense is less binding than an 
'obligation' [fard], For example, it is a ‘duty’ to perform sand ablutions before 
circumambulating the Ka'bah such that if someone performed this rite without pre- 
ceding it with either minor ritual ablutions or sand ablutions, his circumambulation 
would be valid, but he would be guilty of a sin less serious than that of neglecting to 
perform an obligatory action, or fard. For a more complete explanation of this point, 
see the earlier section entitled, “On Ritual Ablutions.” 

148. According to the Hanafis, sand ablutions performed before this time pe- 
riod has begun are also valid. 

149. As we have seen above, the Malikis and the Shafiis view such conscious 
intention as an integral part of the rite of ritual ablutions (and hence, sand ablutions 
as well), not simply a condition for their validity. 
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(7) There must be a sufficient justification for the performance of sand ablu- 
tions rather than minor or major ritual ablutions. (Which situations represent 
such a justification will be discussed below.) 

In addition, as in the case of minor and major ritual ablutions, there are conditions 
which must be met in order for sand ablutions to be obligatory. 150 



150. According to the Malikis, there are three types of conditions connected 
with sand ablutions: (1) those which must be fulfilled in order for sand ablutions to 
be obligatory but not necessarily valid, (2) those which must be fulfilled in order 
for sand ablutions to be valid but not necessarily obligatory , and (3) those which 
must be fulfilled in order for them to be both obligatory and valid. 

In order for sand ablutions to be obligatory, the following conditions must be 
met: (1) that one be an adult; (2) that one not have been forced to refrain from this 
practice; (3) that one be able to make use of the soil to be used in sand ablutions 
(since if one is unable to do so, sand ablutions cease to be obligatory); and (4) that 
one's ablutions have been invalidated for some reason. 

In order for sand ablutions to be valid but not necessarily obligatory, the fol- 
lowing three conditions must be met: (1 ) that one be a Muslim, (2) that there not be 
any barrier between the skin and the soil to be used, and (3) that nothing take place 
to invalidate the sand ablutions while they are being performed. 

Finally, in order for sand ablutions to be both obligatory and valid, the follow- 
ing six conditions apply: ( 1 ) that the time period for the ritual prayer for which one 
is performing them have already begun; (2) that one be in full possession of one’s 
mental faculties; (3) that one have received the message that God Almighty has sent 
a Messenger; (4) that a woman intending to perform them not be menstruating or 
having postpartum bleeding; (5) that one be both awake and mindful of what one is 
doing; and (6) that ‘purifying dust’ be available. 

The Malikis do not include the search for water among the above conditions, 
although they do affirm its necessity in certain situations to be discussed below. 
Nor do they mention the existence of a justification as a condition for the perfor- 
mance of sand ablutions; rather, they content themselves with including it among 
the situations which make sand ablutions necessary. The aforementioned condi- 
tions are the same as those given by the Malikis for minor ritual ablutions; the only 
exception is that, with respect to sand ablutions, the stipulation that the time period 
for the prayer one intends to pray must already have begun is a condition for both 
their necessity and their validity, whereas with respect to minor ritual ablutions, 
this is a condition for their necessity, but not for their validity. 

* * * 

The Hanafis restrict themselves to mentioning conditions for the validity of 
sand ablutions (as they do also for minor ritual ablutions). As we noted in our ear- 
lier discussion of minor ritual ablutions, there is nothing to prevent one from divid- 
ing such conditions into the three categories mentioned by the Malikis, namely, (1) 
conditions for necessity alone [that is, for sand ablutions’ being obligatory], (2) 
conditions for validity alone, and (3) conditions for necessity and validity together. 
The reasonableness of this classification may be illustrated on the basis of two 



189 



http : //ahle sunnahlibrary .com/ 



http://nmusba.wordpress.com/ 




JURISPRUDENCE ACCORDING TO THE FOUR SUNNI SCHOOLS 



different considerations, namely, menstruation and postpartum bleeding. The ab- 
sence of these two physical conditions is a requisite for the necessity’ [of ritual 
ablutions], since neither the menstruating woman nor the woman with postpartum 
vaginal bleeding is held accountable for their performance. However, it is also a 
condition for the validity of ritual ablutions with respect to the actual fulfillment of 
one’s religious duty. In other words, the ablutions done by a menstruating woman 
do not lead to the performance of the action in preparation for which ablutions are 
generally performed, namely, ritual prayer and other acts of worship. The validity 
[of sand ablutions] requires that the purpose for which one does them, the perfor- 
mance of ritual prayer, for example — actually be fulfilled — that is, by one's per- 
forming the prayer. It is true, of course, that it is considered desirable for a menstru- 
ating woman or new mother to perform ritual ablutions as a means of keeping her- 
self mindful of her custom of praying; however, such ablutions are not deemed 
valid as a prelude to the performance of those acts of worship in preparation for 
which ablutions were established. Given this consideration, conditions for sand 
ablutions may be divided into the following three groups: 

First, conditions for necessity alone are; ( 1 ) that one be an adult, (2) that one be 
capable of using ‘purifying dust’, and (3) that there have occurred some hadath 
which places one in a state of ritual impurity, and/or that the time period for the 
ritual prayer one intends to pray have begun. As for the beginning of the time period 
for a given prayer, it is a condition for the necessity of the actual performance of 
sand ablutions, though not for their necessity per se. In other words, as a means of 
relieving hardship, one is not obliged to perform sand ablutions [or minor ablu- 
tions, for that matter] until the time period for the prayer concerned actually begins, 
although the necessity of performing them, legally speaking, may have already 
existed before this. Moreover, at the beginning of this time period one has more 
choice as to when to perform sand ablutions, whereas as the time draws to an end, 
one has less choice in this respect (as is the case in connection with minor and 
major ritual ablutions). 

Second, conditions for validity alone include the following seven stipulations: 
(1) that one consciously intend to perform sand ablutions, (2) that water not be 
available or that one not be able to use water for some legitimate reason, (3) that 
there not be any barrier on either the face or the hands, such as oil, wax, and the 
like, (4) that nothing take place to invalidate the sand ablutions as they are being 
performed, (5) that one do the wiping with at least three fingers if one is wiping 
with one’s hand (although it is not required that one do all the wiping with the hand 
itself, as will be explained further in what follows). (6) that one have gone looking 
for water if he had reason to believe that it could be found, and (7) that one wipe 
one’s entire face and hands. 

Third, as for the conditions for both the necessity and validity of sand ablu- 
tions, they are as follows; (1) that one be a Muslim (since the non-believer is not 
held accountable for their performance, and since even if he did perform them they 
would lack validity since the non-believer is not capable of consciously intending 
to perform such an act of worship), (2) that one not be menstruating or experienc- 
ing postpartum bleeding, (3) that one be in full possession of one’s mental facul- 
ties, and (4) that ‘purifying dust’ be available. Someone who has no ‘purifying 
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dust’ at his disposal is not required to perform sand ablutions, and if he did perform 
them they would not be valid even if the soil used were tahir, such as ground which 
was once contaminated with ritual impurity but then dried out. Such ground is fit to 
be prayed on (that is, tahir); however, it is not considered a purifying agent ( tahur ), 
and consequently, one would not be allowed to use it in performing sand ablutions 
as was noted earlier in the section entitled, “The means and manner by which ritual 
impurity may be removed.’’ 

'j' 

The Shafiis do not divide the conditions relating to sand ablutions into categories. 
Rather, they simply list the following eight: ( 1 ) that there be a justification for the 
performance of sand ablutions, such as the unavailability of water or the inability to use 
it, (2) that the person concerned be aware that the time period for the prayer he intends 
to pray has begun (since before this, one’s sand ablutions will have no validity), (3) that 
any impurity on one’s body be removed unless it is of a type which may be overlooked 
(since otherwise, one’s sand ablutions will not be valid), (4) that the person intending to 
do the sand ablutions be a Muslim (an exception being a Christian or Jewish woman 
married to a Muslim man who, when her menstrual period or postpartum bleeding 
ends, needs to perform ghusl before they can resume sexual relations, and who may be 
unable to do so for some reason), (5) if the person intending to perform sand ablutions 
is a woman, that she not be menstruating or having postpartum bleeding (the exception 
to this being cases in which a menstruating or postpartum woman is in a state of ritual 
consecration for the minor or major pilgrimage, in which case she may perform sand 
ablutions if she is unable to perform the Sunnah-based ghusl prescribed for those who 
are entering a state of ihram), (6) that one possess full discretional faculties (an excep- 
tion being made for a woman who is unbalanced and who performs sand ablutions in 
order for her husband to be able to have sexual relations with her), (7) the absence of 
any barrier between the soil used and the person’s skin, and (8) that the person con- 
cerned look for water before performing sand ablutions (with more details to follow on 
this condition). 

* * * 

Like the Shafiis, the Hanbalis make no distinction between conditions for neces- 
sity and conditions for validity. The conditions which they list are as follows: (1) The 
time for the prayer one intends to perform must have begun. This condition applies 
whether the prayer is obligatory or not so long as it is a prayer which is associated with 
a particular time, such as the funeral prayer, the time for which begins once either major 
ablutions or sand ablutions [have been administered to the deceased]. Hence, if some- 
one performed sand ablutions before this, they would not be valid. (2) It must be impos- 
sible or very difficult to use water for one of the reasons to be listed below. (3) Purifying 
soil which has not been burned must be available, provided that it is of the type which 
will cling to the part of the body being wiped, as will be explained below. (4) One must 
consciously intend to perform sand ablutions. (5) One must be in full possession of 
one's mental faculties. (6) One must have reached the age of discernment. (7) One must 
be a Muslim. (8) There must be no barrier preventing the soil from making contact with 
the part of the body being wiped. (9) The person must not perform any action which 
is incompatible with the performance of sand ablutions. (10) One must have per- 
formed abstersion before performing sand ablutions. 
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Situations in which sand ablutions are permissible 

Situations in which sand ablutions are permissible fall into two categories: ( 1 ) Those 
in which there is either no water whatsoever, or in which the water available is 
insufficient to achieve ritual purity. 151 (2) Those in which water is available but one 
is unable to use it for some reason, or the water is needed for drinking or other vital 
purposes (details concerning which will be discussed below). In the case of those 
who have no water available, they are to perform sand ablutions in preparation for 
any act of worship that requires ritual purity, be it daily ritual prayers, a funeral 
prayer, 152 a Friday congregational prayer, a prayer for the Day of Sacrifice or the 
Day of Fastbreaking, circumambulation of the Ka‘bah, or a voluntary prayer, even 
if one wishes to perform such a prayer by itself, that is, unassociated with an obliga- 
tory prayer. 153 Moreover, it makes no difference whether the person who has no 
water with which to perform minor ablutions is healthy or ill, resident or traveling, 
or — if he is traveler — whether the journey is long enough to warrant the shortening 
of obligatory prayers, or whether it is based on or leads to disobedience to God’s 
commands. 154 

As for someone who has water available to him but who is unable to use it for 
some legitimate reason, he is subject to the same ruling which applies to someone 
who has no water; in other words, he is to perform sand ablutions in preparation for 
any act of worship that requires ritual purity. As for the situations in which someone 
might not be able to use water, they include the following: 



151. The Shafiis and the Hanbalis hold that if the water available is not suffi- 
cient for the achievement of ritual purity, one must use a portion of the water to 
perform partial ritual ablutions, then finish by performing tayammum. 

152. According to the Malikis, someone who has no water available is not to 
perform sand ablutions for a funeral prayer if he is resident in a place (that is, not a 
traveler) and in good health unless he is obliged to perform the prayer due to the 
fact that there is no one else in a state of ritual purity who could perform it on his 
behalf. However, if such a person has performed sand ablutions in preparation to 
perform an obligatory prayer, he may pray the funeral prayer based on the same 
sand ablutions he had performed for the sake of the obligatory prayer. As for some- 
one who is traveling and/or ill, he may perform sand ablutions specifically for a 
funeral prayer even if he is not required to perform it. 

153. As we noted above, the Malikis hold that unless the person who has no 
water available is a traveler and/or ill, he may not perform sand ablutions in order to 
pray a voluntary prayer unless it is associated with one of the obligatory prayers. 

1 54. According to the Shafiis, if someone is committing an act of disobedience 
by going on a particular journey and if water becomes completely unavailable, he 
should perform sand ablutions and pray [while on the journey], then repeat the 
prayer later. However, if this same person is unable to use water due to an illness or 
some other cause, he may not perform sand ablutions unless he repents of the dis- 
obedience he has committed, after which he may perform sand ablutions and pray 
without having to repeat the prayer later. 
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( 1 ) When one has good reason to believe that the use of the water available 
would cause illness, exacerbate an already existing illness, or cause a delay in 
one’s recovery from an illness. In making such a judgment, one may rely on 
one’s own experience as well as on the opinion of a skilled Muslim physi- 
cian. 155 

(2) When there is an enemy — be it a human being or a wild animal — prevent- 
ing one from reaching the water and one fears for himself, his possessions, or 
family members under his protection. 

(3) When one needs the water for other vital purposes, be they immediate or 
more remote; thus, for example, if, based on a well-founded belief rather than a 
mere suspicion, one fears that by using the water at his disposal he would ex- 
pose himself, some other human being, or an animal which it would be unlaw- 
ful to kill (including even a rapacious dog) 156 to thirst that would threaten their 
lives or well-being, he should perform sand ablutions in order to save the water 
for drinking. The same ruling applies if the water is needed for making bread or 
cooking, or in order to remove impurities that may not be overlooked from 
one’s body or clothing. 157 



155. According to the Malikis, one may rely in such matters on the opinion of 
a non-Muslim physician in the event that one knows of no Muslim physicians to 
consult; similarly, they hold that one may rely on everyday types of evidence such 
as one’s personal experience or the experiences of someone else if he or she has a 
similar constitution to one’s own. 

* * * 

Similarly, the Shafiis hold that it is sufficient for the physician consulted to be 
skilled and knowledgeable, whether he or she is a Muslim or not, the only stipula- 
tion being that the person concerned be convinced of the physician’s reliability. As 
for personal experience, however, it is preferable not to depend on this alone. If the 
person concerned is knowledgeable in the area of medicine or is a physician, he 
may rely on his own judgment in such a situation; however, if he is neither a doctor 
nor knowledgeable in the field of medicine [and has no access to a physician], he 
may perform sand ablutions, then repeat his prayers after recovering from his ill- 
ness. 

156. The Hanbalis hold that with respect to black dogs, like rapacious dogs 
given to biting, one should not save water for them even if they die of thirst. 

157. According to the Shafiis, the impurity must be on one’s body. If it is on 
one's clothes, one should perform minor ritual ablutions with water rather than 
sand ablutions. Then, if one can find no uncontaminated garment to pray in, he 
should pray naked, and if he does so, he is not required to repeat the prayer later. 
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(4) If the instrument with which one gains access to water has been lost, such as 
the rope or the pail with which one draws water from a well. 138 

(5) When the water is so cold that one has reason to fear that it would be harm- 
ful to perform ablutions with it; this applies, of course, only if one has no way 
to heat it. 159 

Thus, in all the aforementioned situations one is to perform sand ablutions. As for 
the requirement that one go in search of water when it is not available, the various 
schools offer differing points of view on this matter. 160 

Regarding someone who has water and is able to use it but who fears that if he 
uses the water for regular minor ablutions rather than sand ablutions, the time pe- 
riod for the prayer he intends to pray will run out, the various schools offer differing 
opinions as to the validity or lack of validity of sand ablutions. 161 

158. According to the Malikis, someone who has lost the instrument with which 
he gets water, or the person who brings him the water, should not perform sand 
ablutions unless he is certain, or has good reason to believe, that he will not be able 
to find other water before the time period for the prayer concerned runs out. 

1 59. According to the Hanafis, one may not perform sand ablutions for fear that 
the water is too cold unless one is in a state of major ritual impurity, since only 
someone who is obliged to cover himself all over with such water [as one must do 
in performing ghusl] has good reason to fear such harm; as for someone who is 
simply in a state of minor ritual impurity, he should not perform sand ablutions 
unless it is ascertained with complete certainty that such harm would occur. 

160. According to the Malikis, if a person without water is certain, or has good 
reason to believe, that there is water two or more miles away, he is not required to 
go in search of it. If he is certain, has good reason to believe, or suspects that there 
is water in a place less than two miles away, he is required to go in search of it 
provided that such a journey will not cause him undue hardship. However, if it 
would cause hardship, then even if the distance involved is less than two miles and 
even if he is riding an animal, he is not required to go in search of the water. At the 
same time, if he is fairly certain, has good reason to believe, suspects, or even 
simply imagines that his companions would give him water, he is required to ask 
them for it. If someone is fairly certain or has good reason to believe that his com- 
panions would give him water but he fails to ask them for water, then performs sand 
ablutions and prays, he must go ask them for water, and if they give it to him, he 
must repeat the prayer later, regardless of how much time has passed since the 
original time period for the prayer concerned. If he merely suspects that they would 
give him water, and if, rather than asking them for it, he performs sand ablutions 
and prays, he is likewise required to go ask them, and if he does obtain water, he is 
to repeat his prayer before the time period for the prayer concerned ends. However, 
if it becomes apparent that he only imagined that they would give him water, he is 
not required to repeat the prayer. In other words, the factor which determines whether 
one is required to repeat the prayer or not is whether or not one’s travel companions 
have water [and are willing to give one some of it]; if the person finds out that they 
do have water [and will give him some], he is required to repeat his prayer given the 
conditions explained above, whereas if he finds out that they have none, he is not 
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required to repeat it. However, in the latter case he should seek to purchase water if 
the price is low enough not to cause him deprivation; and if he intends to stay a 
relatively long time in the village where he is located, he should borrow money if 
necessary in order to pay for the water. 

4* -k 

The Hanbalis hold that someone who has no water must search for it in and 
around his saddlebag and other travel supplies, and he must ask his companions for 
water unless he is certain that they have none. If someone performs sand ablutions 
and prays before going in search of water or asking others for it, his sand ablutions 
will not be valid. However, if the water is far away, one is not required to go after it; 
as for what is meant by ‘far away’, this is to be determined by prevailing standards. 

* * * 

The Hanafis hold that if someone who has no water available to him is in an 
urban area, he is to go in search of water before performing sand ablutions regard- 
less of whether he has good reason to believe that there is water nearby or not. In 
the case of a traveler who has good reason to believe that there is water less than a 
mile away, he must go in search of it provided that he has no reason to fear for his 
personal safety or his possessions, whereas if he has good reason to believe that the 
nearest water is a mile or more away, he is not required to go in search of it at all. 
Moreover, it makes no difference whether the person searches for the water himself 
or sends someone else to do so for him. If the person has traveling companions, he 
must ask them for water if he has good reason to believe that if he asked them, they 
would give it to him, and if he performs sand ablutions before asking, they will 
have no validity. If someone suspects that his companions might give him water if 
he requested it of them, and if this person performs sand ablutions and prays, then 
asks them later and they give it to him, he must repeat his prayer. If, on the other 
hand, they refuse his request before he starts to pray, then after he has finished 
praying, they change their minds and give it to him, he is not required to repeat the 
prayer. If the people from whom he requests water will only give it to him in return 
for a price reflecting its value in the nearest location where water is available, but 
scarce, or at a slightly inflated price, then he must buy it from them if he is able, that 
is, if the price is not so high that by buying it he is deprived of basic necessities. 
However, if they demand an outrageously inflated price, he is not obliged to buy it, 
and instead, he may perform sand ablutions. 

* * * 

According to the Shafiis, someone who has no water available must look for 
water before performing sand ablutions, either by searching among his own provi- 
sions or requesting it from others traveling with him; however, he must not search 
for the water until after the time period for the prayer he intends to pray has already 
begun. When seeking to obtain water from his travel companions, he should call 
upon each one of them — either in person or through a mediator whom he trusts — 
unless the time period for the prayer he intends to pray is about to run out; if this is 
the case, he is to perform sand ablutions and pray without trying to request water 
from each and every one of them due to the lack of time. If the person is obliged to 
go ahead and perform sand ablutions and pray before having asked everyone for 
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water, he is to repeat the prayer later if it is likely that there is water available 
somewhere nearby; otherwise, he is not required to repeat it. If, after continuing his 
search, he still finds no water, he will be in one of three situations: (a) Near enough 
to call for help, in other words, in a place where, if he called out to his companions 
for assistance, they would be close enough to come to his aid despite their being 
occupied with their various tasks. Specifically, this distance is set by the Shafiis at 
the farthest point that is visible to someone with sound vision, and from which he 
can see people and distinguish them from one another, (b) Near enough to reach 
water without assistance, that is, at a distance of no more than half a parasang (or 
6,000 steps), (c) Far from the water, that is, with more than 6,000 steps away. 

If someone in situation (a) above is certain that there is water to be found, he 
must go in search of it provided that he is assured of his personal safety and that of 
his money and other possessions. As long as the person is certain that there is water 
in the vicinity, it is not necessary that he be assured of finding it before the time 
period for the prayer he intends to pray runs out. If, by contrast, one is uncertain 
whether there is water to be found, one must go in search of it if he is assured of his 
personal safety and that of his money, belongings and anything else under his pro- 
tection — even if he is not permitted to own it due to its ritual impurity, such as 
dung; however, such a person must be assured that he will not become separated 
from his travel companions and that the time period for the prayer he intends to 
pray will not run out. 

Someone in situation (b) above is not required to go in search of water unless 
he is certain that it can be found and unless he is assured that neither his life, his 
well-being nor his money is in danger. If the area where he is located is likely to 
have water in it, it is not necessary to be assured that the water will be found before 
the time for the prayer he intends to pray runs out; if it is not likely, however, there 
is no need to go in search of it if there is the added possibility that the time for the 
prayer intended will run out before water is found. 

As for someone in situation (c), he need not go in search of water even if he is 
certain of its existence due to the distance he would have to travel to reach it. 

161. The Shafiis hold that as long as water is available, one should never per- 
form sand ablutions simply because one is afraid that the time period for the prayer 
one intends to pray will run out. since by doing so one would be violating one of the 
conditions for the validity of sand ablutions, namely, the absence of water. 

As for the Hanbalis, they hold that one may not perform sand ablutions for fear 
that the time period for the prayer one intends to pray will run out unless one is 
traveling and knows that there is water in a place not far away but fears that, if he 
goes to get the water and performs minor ablutions with it, the time will run out. In 
this case, he may perform sand ablutions and pray without being required to repeat 
the prayer later. Similarly, if a traveler has reached a place where water is available 
but finds that it is being distributed to people by turns, and if he knows that the time 
will run out before his turn comes, he may perform sand ablutions and pray without 
being required to repeat the prayer later. 

sfc sf: 
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The Hanafis divide prayer in such circumstances into three categories, namely: 
(a) prayers for which there is no set time period, such as voluntary prayers that are 
not tied to a given obligatory prayer, (b) prayers for which there is a set time period 
but which there is no way to compensate for later, such as funeral prayers and the 
prayers prayed in honor of the Day of Sacrifice and the Day of Fastbreaking, and 
(c) prayers that have a set time period and that may be made up later, such as the 
Friday congregational prayer and the other daily obligatory prayers, since the Fri- 
day congregational prayer may be made up by simply praying the Friday noon 
prayer, while all of the other obligatory prayers may be made up at some later time. 

As for prayers belonging to category (a), that is, voluntary prayers, one should 
not perform sand ablutions for them when water is available unless they happen to 
be the Sunnah-based prayers performed after the noon prayer, the sunset prayer and 
the evening prayer. In other words, if performing minor ritual ablutions would de- 
lay them so much that the set time period for them would run out, one is permitted 
to perform sand ablutions in order to perform them on time. In the case of prayers 
in category (b), that is, funeral and holiday prayers, one may perform sand ablu- 
tions for them even when water is available if there is reason to fear that one would 
miss them by performing minor ablutions. As for prayers in category (c), such as 
the Friday congregational prayer, one should not perform sand ablutions for them 
as long as water is available simply for fear that the time will run out; rather, one 
should let the time run out, then perform minor ablutions and perform the noon 
prayer instead. Similarly with respect to all other daily obligatory prayers, if one 
performs sand ablutions and performs them [simply due to the time factor], one 
must repeat them again later. 

* * * 

As for the Malikis, they hold that if one fears that one will miss the prayer one 
intends to pray by using water on the four parts of the body involved in minor ritual 
ablutions, or by covering the body with water as one does when performing ghusl, 
then one may perform sand ablutions and pray without being required to repeat the 
prayer later. With regard to the Friday congregational prayer, the prevailing Maliki 
view is that one should not perform sand ablutions for it so long as water is avail- 
able, whereas in the case of a funeral prayer, one should not perform sand ablutions 
for it unless: (1) one has no water and (2) one is obliged to perform it, as we saw 
above. 
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The pillars of sand ablutions 
The four pillars of sand ablutions are as follows: 

(1) Conscious intention, 162 on which various rulings are given by the different 
schools. 163 The time when one is to express such an intention 164 is when one 
places one’s hand on whatever substance is being used for the ablutions. 



162. The Hanafis and Hanbalis view conscious intention as a condition for the 
validity of both minor ritual ablutions and sand ablutions rather than as an integral 
part of these rites. 

163. The Malikis hold that when performing sand ablutions, one’s intention 
should be to make it permissible either to perform ritual prayer, touch the Qur’an, 
or engage in some other act of worship which requires ritual purity; one may also 
intend to make permissible that which has been prevented by a state of hadath, that 
is, major or minor ritual impurity, or simply to fulfdl the obligation of sand ablu- 
tions. However, if someone intends only to remove the state of hadath , his sand 
ablutions will be invalid, since in the view of the Malikis, sand ablutions do not 
remove hadath. In addition, if one's intention is to be able to perform ritual prayer 
or some other act which one has been prevented from performing by a state of 
hadath, one must distinguish in one’s intention between major and minor ritual 
impurity. Thus, for example, if someone is in a state of major ritual impurity due to 
sexual discharge and consciously intends to make it permissible to engage in some 
act which he has been forbidden to perform due to this state of ritual impurity, but 
without specifying that it is major ritual impurity ( al-hadath al-akbar ), his sand 
ablutions will not fulfdl their purpose and he will be required to repeat whatever 
prayer he prays on this basis. On the other hand, if someone intends simply to 
perform the obligation of sand ablutions, this will suffice even if he has not speci- 
fied whether the impurity concerned is major (, al-hadath al-akbar ) or minor ( al- 
hadath al-asghar ), since the intention to perform this obligation covers states of 
both major and minor ritual impurity. 

The Malikis also hold that if someone performs sand ablutions with the inten- 
tion of praying an obligatory prayer, he may, on the basis of these ablutions, per- 
form a single obligatory prayer in addition to as many Sunnah-based and recom- 
mended prayers as he wishes; he may also perform a non-obl igatory circumambu- 
lation of the Ka‘bah, perform the two rak'ahs associated with the non-obligatory 
circumambulation, touch the Qur’an and recite the Qur'an (even if he has been in a 
state of major ritual impurity due to sexual discharge). However, if the person con- 
cerned is in good health and is not a traveler, and if he or she performs a second 
obligatory prayer based on the same set of sand ablutions, the second will have no 
validity even if the two prayers are being prayed jointly, as when one combines the 
noon and mid-afternoon prayers under certain circumstances. Hence, when one 
performs sand ablutions in order to perform a voluntary prayer associated with a 
given obligatory prayer, he must pray the obligatory prayer first, since if he were to 
perform the voluntary prayer first, the voluntary prayer would be valid, but not the 
obligatory prayer performed after this; rather, he would have to perform sand ablu- 
tions again in order to pray the obligatory prayer. However, if someone performs 
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sand ablutions specifically in order to perform a voluntary or Sunnah-based prayer 
on its own, he may touch and recite the Qur’an (even after having been in a state of 
major ritual impurity due to sexual discharge), in addition to doing other things 
which require a state of ritual purity; however, he may not pray an obligatory prayer 
based on these same sand ablutions. This last ruling applies to those who are ill and / 
or traveling; as for those who are in good health and settled in one place, they are 
not allowed to perform sand ablutions in order to pray a voluntary prayer on its 
own, that is, unassociated with an obligatory prayer. 

Finally, if one’s conscious intention in performing sand ablutions is to be able 
to recite the Qur’an, enter the presence of a sultan, or some other act which does not 
require a state of ritual purity, then he may not, based on these same sand ablutions, 
perform acts which do require ritual purity. 

* * * 

The Hanafis stipulate that in order for the intention associated with sand ablu- 
tions to be a valid basis for ritual prayer, one must intend one of the following: (1) 
to be purified of the state of hadath which he is in, though it is not necessary to 
specify whether it is major or minor ritual impurity; thus, if someone is in a state of 
major ritual impurity and intends to be purified of minor ritual impurity, his sand 
ablutions will still achieve their purpose, (2) to make it permissible to perform 
ritual prayer or remove a state of ritual impurity (hadath), given that according to 
the Hanafis, sand ablutions are capable of removing hadath, or (3) to perform an 
act of worship which is not valid without ritual purity, such as ritual prayer or a 
“prostration of recitation.” Hence, if someone simply intends to perform sand ablu- 
tions without noting that his purpose is to make it permissible to perform ritual 
prayer or to remove the state of hadath which he is in, his prayer will not be valid 
based on these sand ablutions. Similarly, if one intends an action which is not, 
strictly speaking, an act of worship, or an act of worship which does not require that 
one be in a state of ritual purity, then any prayer prayed on the basis of such sand 
ablutions will lack validity. For example, if someone performs sand ablutions with 
the intention of touching the Qur’an — given that touching the Qur’an is not in itself 
an act of worship or an act by which one draws near to God, the real act of worship 
here being the chanting of the Qur’an — and if the person later prays on the basis of 
these sand ablutions, his prayer will not be valid. Similarly, if someone does sand 
ablutions with the intention of issuing the call to prayer (adhan) or the announce- 
ment that prayer has begun following the adhan (the iqamah ) — given that the adhan 
and the iqamah are not specifically intended as acts of worship, their fundamental 
purpose being simply to convey an announcement, not to mention the fact that they 
are valid without one’s being ritually pure — then any prayer prayed on the basis of 
these sand ablutions will lack validity. In keeping with this same principle, the 
Hanafis hold that if someone performs sand ablutions in order to greet others or to 
respond to their greetings [given that such actions do not require ritual purity, nor 
are they intended as acts of worship], or if someone in a state of minor ritual impu- 
rity does sand ablutions with the intention of reciting the Qur'an — bearing in mind 
that although recitation of the Qur’an is specifically intended as an act of worship, 
one may nevertheless engage in it while in a state of minor ritual impurity — then 
any prayer performed on the basis of such sand ablutions will be invalid. 

* * * 
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According to the Shafiis, someone who performs sand ablutions must intend to 
make permissible the performance of ritual prayer and the like. One may not intend 
to remove hadath, since in the Shafiis" view, sand ablutions do not remove hadatlr, 
nor is it permissible to intend simply to perform sand ablutions or to fulfill the 
obligation of sand ablutions, since sand ablutions represent a kind of “emergency 
purity measure” as it were; in other words, they were established not as a means of 
purification in their own right but rather, as a substitute for other means of purifica- 
tion. 

As for the person who intends through sand ablutions to make it permissible to 
perform ritual prayer or some other religious obligation, his intention will be to 
make it permissible to do one of the following: (1) to perform an obligatory rite, 
such as one of the five daily prayers, the obligatory circumambulation of the Ka'bah, 
or delivery of the Friday sermon, (2) to perform a voluntary act of worship, such as 
a voluntary prayer, a non-obligatory circumambulation of the Ka‘bah, a funeral 
prayer, etc., or (3) to perform a prostration of recitation or thanksgiving, touch the 
Qur'an, or recite the Qur'an while in a state of major ritual impurity. 

If one performs sand ablutions with intention (1), one may perform a single 
religious obligation on the basis of these ablutions — if the obligatory act is per- 
formed before anything else, and even if one changes one's intention — in addition 
to as many voluntary acts of worship as one desires. Moreover, on the basis of 
intention (1), one may engage in all actions requiring ritual purity mentioned under 
intentions (2) and (3) as well. 

If someone performs sand ablutions on the basis of intention (2), he or she may 
engage in all actions requiring ritual purity mentioned under intentions (2) and (3), 
but not intention (1). In other words, one may pray as many voluntary prayers as he 
or she wishes and touch the Qur’an, but he may not perform an obligatory ritual 
prayer, deliver a Friday sermon, or perform an obligatory circumambulation of the 
Ka'bah. 

As for sand ablutions based on intention (3), they allow the person to engage 
only in those actions mentioned under intention (3), but not those included under 
intentions (1) and (2), even if one has changed his intention at some point. 

Finally, the Shafiis hold that it is not necessary for the intention associated with 
sand ablutions to specify either major or minor ritual impurity; hence, if someone 
in a state of major ritual impurity were to say, “I intend to make it permissible to 
perform ritual prayer which I have been prevented from performing by minor ritual 
impurity,” based on the belief that he is only in a state of minor ritual impurity, after 
which he discovers his error, his sand ablutions will still achieve their purpose. 
However, if this sort of inaccuracy were deliberate, the ablutions would be invalid 
due to the dishonesty involved. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, they hold that conscious intention is a condition for the 
validity of sand ablutions [rather than an integral part of them]. When performing 
sand ablutions, then, one is to intend to make permissible whatever act in prepara- 
tion for which one is performing them, be it ritual prayer or circumambulation of 
the Ka'bah, be it obligatory or voluntary, and regardless of whether one is perform- 
ing the ablutions due to minor or major ritual impurity or some impurity on one’s 
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body. According to the Hanbalis, one may perform sand ablutions to remove the 
effect of impurity on one's body, but only after having removed as much of it as 
possible; as for impurities on one’s clothes or in the place where one is, they do not 
provide a basis for sand ablutions. Thus, if someone performed sand ablutions in 
order to remove a state of hadath, the ablutions would not achieve their purpose, 
since in the Hanbalis’ view, such ablutions make certain acts permissible, but they 
do not actually remove a state of impurity. 

In addition, the Hanbalis hold that it is not sufficient for one to perform sand 
ablutions with the intention of performing an act of worship despite only one of the 
following, that is (1) minor ritual impurity, (2) major ritual impurity, or (3) impurity 
on one's body. That is to say, if someone in a state of major ritual impurity intends 
by means of sand ablutions to make it permissible to perform the noon prayer de- 
spite his major ritual impurity, for example, yet without intending to make it per- 
missible to do so despite his minor ritual impurity, he may not pray a ritual prayer 
on this basis, since he will have negated the effect of his major ritual impurity such 
that he may recite the Qur’an, for example; but he will not have negated the effect 
of his minor ritual impurity. Similarly, if someone intends to make it permissible to 
perform some act which he has been prevented from performing by minor ritual 
impurity alone, yet without including the effect of major ritual impurity, his sand 
ablutions will not negate the effect of his major ritual impurity. However, if some- 
one intends by means of sand ablutions to make it permissible to perform ritual 
prayer despite the effects of both major and minor ritual impurity as well as the 
effect of impurity on his body, this intention will achieve all three purposes at once. 

Finally, the Hanbalis hold that if someone intends to make it permissible to do 
a particular thing, he may do whatever it is on the basis of these sand ablutions, as 
well as other actions belonging to the same category and any action belonging to a 
‘lesser’ category. For example, the weightiest type of action one may perform based 
on sand ablutions is an obligatory act, while other acts permitted on the basis of 
sand ablutions in descending order of weightiness, as it were, are: the making or 
fulfillment of a vow, performing a collective duty [such as administering major 
ablutions to a deceased person, which, once it has been done, ceases to be the duty 
of the rest of the community], voluntary acts of worship, a voluntary circumambu- 
lation of the Ka‘bah, touching the Qur’an, reciting the Qur’an or staying in a mosque 
while in a state of major ritual impurity, and having sexual relations with one’s wife 
after her menstrual flow has stopped. This being the case, someone who does sand 
ablutions with nothing but a general intention, such as, “to perform ritual prayer” or 
“to perform a circumambulation of the Ka‘bah” may perform nothing but voluntary 
forms of these actions. 

164. According to the Shafiis, it is not sufficient for the intention to coincide 
with placing one’s hand on the ‘purifying dust’; rather, it should coincide with the 
act of lifting the hand with the soil on it and wiping part of the face, since the face 
is the first part of the body to be wiped. 

As for the Hanbalis, they hold that it is not necessary for the intention to coin- 
cide with any particular phase of sand ablutions; rather, it is acceptable for it to 
precede the act of wiping by a short time, as is the case with the intention associated 
with any other act of worship. 
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(2) The use of “purifying dust”, that is, soil which has never been contaminated 
by ritual impurity. If it has been thus contaminated, it is not permissible to use 
it in sand ablutions even if the main bulk of the impurity has been removed 
along with any remaining traces. As for what is meant by “purifying dust”, the 
various schools offer different interpretations. 165 

165. The Shafiis define ‘purifying dust' (sa'id tayyib) as soil which contains 
dust-like particles; it also includes sand if it contains such particles. However, if the 
substance does not contain such particles, it is not permissible to perform sand 
ablutions with it. It makes no difference whether the substance has been burned 
unless it has turned to ashes; nor does it make any difference whether it is suitable 
for growing plants in or whether it is briny soil in which nothing will grow. The 
Shafiis also classify pulverized potter's clay as a kind of ‘purifying dust.’ However, 
if the soil or sand is mixed with some other substance, such as brick dust or flour, 
then even if the amount of the other substance is less than the amount of soil or 
sand, it is no longer permissible to use it for sand ablutions. In addition, the Shafiis 
stipulate that soil fit for sand ablutions must not be ‘used’, that is, soil or sand 
remaining on the face or hands of someone who has previously performed sand 
ablutions, or which has dispersed into the air during the process of wiping. 

jfc % 

According to the Hanbalis, ‘purifying dust’ refers simply to soil which is tahiir. 
In order for the soil to fit this definition, however, they stipulate that it must meet 
the following conditions: ( 1 ) It must not have been taken by force such that its use 
is not legitimate. (2) It must not have been burned or pulverized, as is done some- 
times with pottery and the like, since its previous use in cooking causes it no longer 
to be ‘soil’ in the strict sense. (3) It must contain particles which will cling to one’s 
skin. 

In the event that the soil becomes mixed with some other substance which also 
contains dust-like particles, such as gypsum or lime, the ruling on it is based on the 
same principle which governs the ruling on tahiir water if it becomes mixed with 
water that is simply tiihir. In other words, if soil represents the larger percentage of 
the mixture, it may be used for sand ablutions, whereas if the other substance repre- 
sents the larger proportion of the mixture and if this other substance does not con- 
tain dust-like particles — as is the case with wheat and barley — then it is not permis- 
sible to use it for sand ablutions even if such substances are available in large quan- 
tities. Nor is it permissible to perform sand ablutions with clay which one has not 
been able to dry out. If the time period for the prayer one intends to pray is about to 
run out and the undried clay is the only thing available, it is permissible to use it for 
sand ablutions. Once the time has run out, however, one must wait until it has dried 
out thoroughly before performing sand ablutions with it. 

* * * 

The Hanafis define ‘purifying dust’ as anything which has its origin in the 
earth; hence, it is permissible to perform sand ablutions using dirt, sand, small 
pebbles and rocks, including smooth ones, as well as on dried out briny soil and 
burnt brick. As for ice, however, it is not permissible to perform sand ablutions with 
it since it is not a part of the earth, nor is it permissible to use trees, glass, or mov- 
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able metals. As for metals which are still in their place of origin, that is, in the 
ground, one may perform sand ablutions with the soil that lies on top of them, but 
not with the metals themselves. Similarly, one may not perform sand ablutions with 
pearls, even if they have been pulverized, nor with flour, ashes, lime, arsenic, red 
ocher, antimony, sulfur, or turquoise. It is not permissible to perform sand ablutions 
with soil and the like if it has become mixed with something that is not part of the 
earth and which represents more than half the mixture; however, if the other sub- 
stance represents half or less of the mixture, one may still use it for sand ablutions. 

* * * 

Given that the term ‘dust’ ( sa'ld) has its origin in the verb sa'ida, meaning ‘to 
ascend’, the Malikis hold that it refers to that which has risen, in other words, those 
parts of the earth which appear on the surface. As such, the word ‘dust’ here in- 
cludes soil, which is the most preferable substance whenever it is available, as well 
as sand, rocks, and ice — the latter of which, although it is frozen water, is neverthe- 
less similar to rocks which are also themselves part of the earth. Also included is 
fine clay, although when using clay, one must either touch it very lightly or dry it 
before wiping one’s face and hands so as to avoid contaminating other parts of 
one’s body. Other substances which may be used in sand ablutions include gyp- 
sum, which they define as a type of rock which, when it is burned, turns to lime; 
however, once it has been burned, gypsum may not be used for sand ablutions. As 
for metals, they may be used for sand ablutions with the exception of gold, silver 
and other precious metals. It is likewise impermissible to perform sand ablutions 
using metals that have been removed from the earth, such as alum and salt, as well 
as on burnt bricks. As for unburnt bricks, one may perform sand ablutions with 
them provided that they are not mixed with an impure substance or even with a 
large amount of a ritually pure substance, such as straw. As for what is meant by ‘a 
large amount of a ritually pure substance,’ it is any quantity that makes up more 
than half the mixture. Thus, for example, if straw is present in the same amount as 
clay, it does no harm. If a substance is not a part of the earth, such as wood, grass 
and the like, it may not be used for sand ablutions even if the time period for the 
prayer one intends to pray is about to run out and one can find no acceptable substi- 
tute; however, some Maliki scholars rule that such substances may be used for sand 
ablutions given the two aforementioned conditions, namely, shortness of time and 
unavailability of any suitable substitute. 

Finally, the use of ‘dust’ — that is, the act of placing one’s palms on top of it — 
constitutes ‘the first strike’ (to be explained below). 
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(3) Wiping the entire face, 166 if even with just one hand or one finger. The face 
includes the beard, even if it is long, 167 as well as the bridge of the nose, the 
sunken area of one’s eyelids, and the area extending downward from the ears to 
the chin. 

(4) Wiping the hands up to the elbows. 168 In so doing, one must remove objects 
which cover any part of this area, such as rings or bracelets, and wipe the skin 
under them. It is not sufficient simply to rotate them when performing sand 
ablutions 169 as it is when doing minor ritual ablutions. Moreover, some of the 
schools include other obligations as well. 170 

166. The Hanafis hold that if the wiping is done with one’s hand, one must 
wipe with the entire hand or with most of it, although the basic requirement is the 
wiping itself, regardless of whether it is done with the hand or with something else. 
As for covering the face and hands with whatever substance is used in sand ablu- 
tions, this is a condition for their validity, but not an integral part of the rite itself. 
Moreover, based on a hadith according to which, “Sand ablutions [are to consist of] 
two ‘strikes”’, the wiping should take the form of “two strikes” or their equivalent. 
Hence, if dust got onto someone’s face, after which he placed his hand on his face 
and wiped it, this would be considered the first strike. The “two strikes” referred to 
here are thus one of the pillars of sand ablutions despite the fact that they are not 
mentioned in the Qur’anic verse describing this rite. 

167. According to the Hanafis, all one is required to wipe is the hair that must 
be washed as part of minor ritual ablutions, namely, whatever grows directly over 
the face itself; it is not necessary in their view to wipe any part of the beard that 
extends below this. 

168. According to the Malikis and the Hanbalis, one is obliged to wipe one’s 
hands up to the wrists only, whereas wiping them all the way up to the elbows is not 
obligatory, but an emulation of the prophetic Sunnah, as will be seen below. 

169. In the Hanafis’ view, it is sufficient when performing sand ablutions sim- 
ply to rotate tight-fitting rings or bracelets, since such rotation serves to rub the area 
under them, and since what is obligatory is not that the dust actually make contact 
with the skin, but rather, the act of wiping or rubbing itself. 

170. The Malikis add the stipulation that when performing sand ablutions one 
must maintain continuity, not only between the various actions included in the sand 
ablutions themselves, but also between the sand ablutions and whatever acts of 
worship are performed on the basis of them. Hence, if someone allowed enough 
time to pass between such events that the required continuity was broken, even if 
this occurred simply out of forgetfulness, the ablutions would not be valid. Thus, 
there are, according to the Malikis, four obligations involved in sand ablutions, 
namely: (1) the conscious intention to use ‘purifying dust', (2) wiping the entire 
face, (3) wiping the hands up to the wrists, and (4) observing continuity. 

^ 5k 

As for the Hanbalis, they add two obligations associated with sand ablutions, 
namely, ( 1 ) maintaining the proper order among the actions involved in this rite and 
(2) continuity provided that the sand ablutions are being performed due to minor 
ritual impurity. However, if they are being done due to major ritual impurity or 
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impurity on one’s body, neither proper order nor continuity is required in their 
view. Hence, the Hanbalis list the following four obligations as part of sand ablu- 
tions: ( 1 ) wiping the entire face, not including the inside of the mouth or ears or the 
skin beneath thin hair, (2) wiping the hands up to the wrists, (3) maintaining proper 
order, and (4) continuity (the latter two applying only in cases of minor ritual impu- 
rity). 

^ 

The Shafiis add a number of obligations associated with sand ablutions. These 
include: (1) maintaining the proper order among the actions involved in sand ablu- 
tions, i.e., first the face, then the hands, regardless of whether one is performing 
them on account of minor or major ritual impurity; (2) placing the dust on one's 
face and hands. Hence, if some dust simply blew onto one’s face or hands, after 
which one moved the dust around on them with the intention of performing sand 
ablutions, this would not be sufficient; (3) the use of tahur soil which contains dust- 
like particles; and (4) transferring the dust in a deliberate manner to the parts of the 
body involved in sand ablutions, the stipulation here being that the transfer take 
place in the form of “two strikes.” 

Hence, the Shafiis list seven obligations as part of sand ablutions: (1) conscious 
intention, (2) wiping the face, (3) wiping the hands up to the elbows, (4) maintain- 
ing the proper order among the actions involved in sand ablutions, (5) transferring 
the dust used to the parts of the body included in sand ablutions, (6) the use of tahur 
soil containing dust-like particles, and (7) transferring the dust to the face and the 
hands in a deliberate manner. 

* * * 

The Hanafis, by contrast, list no additional obligations in connection with sand 
ablutions, since the pillars of sand ablutions, in their view, are restricted to two 
elements, namely: (1) wiping, and (2) the “two strikes." As for wiping, it is an 
integral part of sand ablutions based on the Qur’anic verse which describes this rite, 
whereas the “two strikes” are included on the basis of the aforementioned hadith. 
All actions beyond these are to be classified as conditions which, although they are 
essential, are nevertheless not an integral part of this rite. 
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Sunnah-based practices associated with sand ablutions 

As for the Sunnah-based practices associated with sand ablutions, they include ut- 
terance of the basmalah , 171 maintenance of proper order among the various steps 
involved, 172 and others, the details of which vary from one to school to another. 177 

171. According to the Hanbalis, utterance of the basmalah is a ‘duty’ [which 
means that, despite its importance, it remains less binding than the established ob- 
ligations of Islam-t.n.]. Hence, if someone deliberately neglects to utter the 
basmalah, his sand ablutions lose their validity; however, if he omits it out of inat- 
tention or ignorance, they remain valid. 

* * * 

According to the Malikis, the basmalah is recommended, but is not based on 
the prophetic Sunnah. 

* * * 

The Shafiis hold that the basmalah is based on the prophetic Sunnah, but that if 
the person doing the sand ablutions is in a state of major ritual impurity, it is not 
permissible to utter it if his or her intention in doing so is to recite the Qur’ an as part 
of worship. Hence, the intention should be restricted simply to holding God in 
remembrance; otherwise, one’s sand ablutions should not be accompanied by any 
intention at all. 

* * * 

The Hanafis, by contrast, hold that the basmalah as part of sand ablutions is 
based on the prophetic Sunnah regardless of whether one’s intention in uttering it is 
to hold God in remembrance, to recite the Qur’an as an expression of worship, or 
nothing at all. 

172. As noted earlier, the Shafiis and the Hanbalis view the maintenance of 
proper order as obligatory in sand ablutions. 

173. The Hanafis list the following actions as based on the prophetic Sunnah 
when performing sand ablutions: (1) striking [the ‘dust’] with the palms of one’s 
hands; (2) moving one’s hands toward the front, then the back; (3) shaking the dust 
off one’s hands; (4) holding one’s fingers apart; (5) uttering the basmalah; (6) main- 
taining proper order among the actions involved in sand ablutions; (7) maintaining 
continuity; (8) parting one’s beard and fingers; (9) rotating any rings one is wear- 
ing; ( 1 0) doing the right side of one’ s body before the left; (11) striking the ‘dust’ in 
such a way that it gets between one's fingers; (12) wiping one’s face and hands in 
the proper manner, the proper manner being as follows: One strikes the ‘dust’ with 
his hands, then shakes it off of them and moves them first forward, then back. 
Following this, one wipes one’s entire face with both hands. One then strikes the 
‘dust’ a second time, shakes it off one’s hands as before, and wipes one’s hands and 
arms up to the elbows; and (13) cleaning one’s teeth and gums with a miswak. 

5]i 5{c ^ 

The following are the Sunnah-based actions connected with sand ablutions listed 
by the Shafiis: (1) beginning with an utterance of the basmalah; (2) cleaning one's 
teeth and gums with a miswak after uttering the basmalah and before transferring 
the ‘dust’ to one’s face and hands; (3) shaking or blowing excess dust off one ‘s 
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hands; (4) wiping one’s right hand before the left; (5) facing in the direction of the 
qiblah; (6) wiping one’s face from the top down and one’s hands from the finger- 
tips inward. Specifically, one is to place the fingers of one’s left hand [not including 
the thumb] on top of the fingers of one’s right hand [not including the thumb], 
positioning them in such a way that the right fingertips do not extend beyond the 
left index finger. One then passes the left hand over the right as far as the wrist, at 
which point one passes the fingertips of his left hand over the outside of his right 
arm as far as the elbow. Then, placing the palm of one’s left hand along the inside of 
one’s right arm at the elbow, one draws the fingertips of the left hand down the right 
arm as far as the wrist, keeping the thumb lifted up, after which the left thumb is 
drawn over the back of the right thumb. This process is then repeated for the left 
hand and arm. Finally, it is recommended that one wipe each hand with the other; 
(7) maintaining continuity between the wiping of one's face and hands if one is in 
good health (whereas if the person concerned suffers from some sort of inconti- 
nence, the maintenance of continuity is not merely an emulation of the prophetic 
Sunnah, but an obligatory act, as it is in minor ablutions); (8) holding one’s fingers 
apart at the beginning of each ‘strike’; (9) removing one’s ring(s) during the first 
‘strike’ (whereas during the second ‘strike’, this is obligatory); (10) parting one’s 
fingers after wiping one’s hands if one already did so during the second ‘strike’ 
(otherwise, this is obligatory); (11) wiping more than the area actually required; 
(12) not lifting one’s hand off the part of the body being wiped until the wiping has 
been completed; (13) reciting the dhikr associated with wiping the face and the 
hands; and ( 1 4) concluding sand ablutions with a recitation of the dhikr mentioned 
earlier in connection with minor ritual ablutions. 

* * * 

The Malikis list only four Sunnah-based actions in connection with sand ablu- 
tions, namely: (1) maintaining the proper order by beginning with the face, then 
wiping the hands. If someone reverses this order and wipes his hands first, he should 
wipe them again after the face provided that he has not already prayed when he 
remembers having done so; if he has already prayed by the time he remembers, 
however, no harm is done; (2) wiping one’s arms from the wrists to the elbows; (3) 
performing an additional second ‘strike’ for one’s hands; and (4) transferring the 
dust which is clinging to one’s hands to the part of the body one intends to wipe 
(that is, to one’s hands and face) without wiping anything else first. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, the only Sunnah-based action which they list in connec- 
tion with sand ablutions is for one to postpone sand ablutions to near the end of the 
time period for the prayer one intends to pray on the basis of them if one knows, or 
has good reason to believe, that water can be found before the time runs out, or even 
if there is a 50-50 chance of finding water during this time. However, if one per- 
forms sand ablutions near the beginning of the time period and prays on this basis, 
his prayer will still be valid, and he will not be required to repeat it later even if he 
happens to find water before the time period for this prayer runs out. 
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Recommended practices associated with sand ablutions 

Each of the four schools offers a particular view on the matter of recommended 
practices in connection with the rite of sand ablutions. 174 

Undesirable practices associated with sand ablutions 

Similarly, the various schools offer listings of those practices which are undesirable 
in connection with sand ablutions. 175 



1 74. Neither the Hanbalis nor the Shafiis make any distinction between Sunnah- 
based and recommended practices associated with sand ablutions; hence, they hold 
that all of the Sunnah-based actions mentioned thus far may be referred to equally 
as ‘Sunnah’, ‘recommended’ and ‘desirable.’ 

* * * 

The Malikis list the following as recommended practices when performing sand 
ablutions: (1) uttering the basmalah ; (2) cleaning one’s teeth and gums with a 
miswak ; (3) remaining silent except in order to make mention of God; (4) facing the 
qiblah ; (5) commencing sand ablutions by wiping the back of one’s right hand with 
the palm of one’s left. Specifically, one is to place one's left palm over the fingers 
of one’s right hand; one then passes the left hand over the right hand and arm up to 
the right elbow. After this, one wipes the inside of the right arm by passing one’s 
left palm over it, beginning at the right elbow and ending with the fingers of the 
right hand. The right hand is then used to wipe the left hand and arm in the same 
manner; (6) performing sand ablutions near the beginning of the ‘elective’ phase of 
the time period for the prayer one intends to pray if there is no hope that one will 
find water or that whatever condition is preventing one from using water will pass 
before the end of this time period. In the case of someone who is uncertain whether 
water will be found or whether the condition preventing him from using water will 
pass, it is recommended that he perform sand ablutions at the midpoint between the 
beginning and the end of this prayer period; this practice represents a type of com- 
promise between the virtue of praying early in the time period for the prayer con- 
cerned, and the virtue of achieving ritual purity through the use of water. If, by 
contrast, the person is hopeful that he will find water or that the condition prevent- 
ing him from using water will pass during the ‘elective’ phase of the time period for 
the prayer concerned, it is recommended that he not perform sand ablutions until 
this phase is drawing to a close; however, one should not postpone sand ablutions 
until the ‘imperative’ phase. [The terms ‘elective’ and ‘imperative’ as they pertain 
to the times for ritual prayer will be discussed below in the section on “The times of 
the required prayers” - t.n.] This ruling, like the one before it, is based on the fact 
that ritual purity achieved through the use of water is preferable to that achieved 
through sand ablutions. However, despite the desirability of ritual purity based on 
the use of water, postponing sand ablutions until the ‘imperative’ time phase for the 
prayer concerned is forbidden. 

* * * 

As for the Hanafis, they hold that if the person concerned thinks it likely that he 
will find water [soon], it is recommended that he postpone sand ablutions until 
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close to the end of the most desirable phase of the time period for the prayer he 
intends to pray. However, if someone has promised to bring him water, he is re- 
quired to postpone sand ablutions even if he is fearful that the time period for the 
prayer he intends to pray might run out. 

175. The Hanbalis list the following four actions as undesirable: (1) repeating 
the action of wiping; (2) allowing soil to get inside the mouth or the nose; (3) 
engaging in more than two ‘strikes’; and (4) blowing on the soil if it is present in an 
amount which is large enough that blowing will not get rid of it. On the other hand, 
if blowing gets rid of it so effectively that no dust-like particles are left and one then 
wipes with it, the entire ‘strike’ must be repeated. 

* * * 

The Shafiis likewise list four actions which are undesirable in association with 
sand ablutions, namely: (1) getting an excessive amount of ‘dust’ or soil on one’s 
hands (since, as we have seen, the purpose of sand ablutions is simply to obey the 
Lawgiver’s command by placing one’s hand on it); (2) wiping any part of the body 
more than once; (3) renewing sand ablutions, even if one has performed a prayer 
since the last time sand ablutions were performed; and (4) shaking the dust off 
one’s hands after completing sand ablutions. 

* * 

The Malikis list the following practices as undesirable in connection with sand 
ablutions: (1) Wiping more than once; (2) speaking unnecessarily rather than speak- 
ing only to make mention of God; and (3) wiping the area above the elbows. 

* * * 

As for the Hanafis, they list the following two: (1) Repeating the action of 
wiping, and (2) neglecting to perform any of the aforementioned Sunnah-based 
practices. 
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That which invalidates tayammum 

The events which invalidate sand ablutions are the same as those which invalidate 
minor ritual ablutions, and the only events which cause someone who was in a state 
of major ritual impurity when he performed sand ablutions to revert to such a state 
are those which themselves bring about a state of major ritual impurity and, as a 
result, require one to perform ghusl, or major ablutions. Hence, if someone per- 
forms sand ablutions to remove a state of major ritual impurity, after which his or 
her sand ablutions are invalidated, he will not revert to a state of major ritual impu- 
rity, but will simply be in a state of minor ritual impurity again. As a result, such a 
person may do such things as read or recite the Qur’an, enter a mosque, and even 
spend the night in a mosque. 176 

Nevertheless, there is an additional type of event which invalidates sand ablu- 
tions, but not minor ritual ablutions, namely, the passing of the condition which 
made sand ablutions necessary in the first place, for example, by one’s finding 
water after having none, 177 or becoming able to use water after not being able to. 178 



176. According to the Malikis, if someone who has performed sand ablutions 
due to a state of major ritual impurity has an occurrence of minor ritual impurity, 
his sand ablutions will be invalidated for both minor and major ritual impurity. 
Hence, they hold that even though the events which invalidate minor ritual ablu- 
tions do not invalidate ghusl , or major ablutions, they do invalidate sand ablutions 
which have been performed in lieu of ghusl ; as a result, such a person is forbidden 
to engage in those acts which are forbidden to someone in a state of major ritual 
impurity until he or she performs sand ablutions again. 

177. According to the Malikis, the availability of water or the ability to use it 
invalidates sand ablutions only if the person has not begun to pray yet; moreover, in 
order for either of these two things to invalidate one’s sand ablutions, there must be 
enough time left for the person to perform minor ablutions and begin performing a 
rak‘ah before the time period for the prayer concerned runs out. Hence, if water 
becomes available after the person has already begun praying, his sand ablutions 
are not invalidated; rather, he should keep on praying even if there would have been 
enough time for him to perform minor ablutions and begin his prayer again before 
the end of the time period for the prayer he is praying. This ruling applies provided 
that the person has not forgotten about water among his travel provisions. Thus, 
supposing someone performs sand ablutions and starts to pray, then remembers 
that there is some water in his saddlebag. In this situation, if there is enough time 
remaining for the person to perform minor ablutions and begin praying again, the 
prayer he is praying will be invalidated; otherwise, it will not. If, on the other hand, 
the person remembers the water after he has finished praying, he must repeat the 
prayer he just prayed due to the negligence suggested by such forgetfulness, but 
only if the time period for the prayer concerned has not ended yet. 
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178. The Hanbalis list two other events which also invalidate sand ablutions, 
namely: (1) The end of the time period for the prayer in preparation for which one 
originally performed the sand ablutions; once this happens, one’s sand ablutions 
are rendered invalid regardless of whether one performed them due to major ritual 
impurity, impurity on one’s body, etc. The only prayer to which this ruling does not 
apply is the Friday congregational prayer. (2) Removing one’s shoes if one per- 
formed sand ablutions by wiping one’s shoes, regardless of whether one had wiped 
them before that or not. 

* * * 

As for the Shafiis, they add another two events to those which invalidate sand 
ablutions: (1) apostasy, even if only in outward appearance, such as that of a young 
boy [who might utter blasphemous statements without comprehending their im- 
port, for example], and (2) the passing of the condition which made it necessary for 
the person to perform sand ablutions [such as the lack of water or the inability to 
use it]. 

This second condition stipulated by the Shafiis applies provided that at the time 
when one either gains access to water or regains the ability to use it, one has not 
begun to pray by uttering the words, Allahu akbar. If one regains access to water or 
the ability to use it after one has begun praying, and if the prayer is of the type it is 
not necessary to make up later [such as a voluntary, rather than an obligatory, prayer], 
one’s prayer will be valid and one’s sand ablutions will remain valid until the prayer 
has been completed; however, if one is performing a prayer of the type which must 
be made up later [that is, an obligatory prayer], then both the prayer and one’s 
ablutions will become invalid. 
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Concerning those who are unable to perform 
either minor ablutions or sand ablutions 
(referred to as “those who lack both purifying substances’') 

If someone is unable to perform either minor ritual ablutions or sand ablutions as a 
result of some severe ailment, or due to being imprisoned in a place where there is 
nothing which he could legitimately use for sand ablutions, it is still necessary for 
him or her to pray at the time for each of the five daily ritual prayers without having 
performed ablutions of any kind. As for those who are unable to stand up for prayer, 
they are to pray sitting down, and if they are unable even to sit up, they are to pray 
with gestures (a topic which will be dealt with below in the section on ritual prayer). 

As for the purpose behind such concessions, it is simply to allow people to 
demonstrate reverence and submission to God Almighty at all times and under all 
circumstances. After all, as long as we are able to express such reverence in some 
fashion, we are obliged to do so. Moreover, those who pray under such circum- 
stances receive no less of a reward than those who are strong and healthy; in fact, 
their reward may be even greater, since those whose hearts are surrendered to their 
Sustainer, and whose bodily members express this submission even when they are 
ill and infirm, have exerted an effort which draws them near to God and brings them 
into the divine grace and favor. 

As for the manner in which someone who has no access either to water or to 
substances suitable for use in sand ablutions may achieve ritual purity and perform 
ritual prayer, it is subject to rulings which differ from school to school. 179 



179. According to the Hanafts, someone who has access to neither of the “two 
purifying agents”, namely, tahur water and soil, is to perform a symbolic prayer 
(salah suwariyah). One does this by prostrating and standing while facing the qiblah 
but without reciting the Qur’an or uttering expressions of praise to God or any of 
the testimonies or supplications which form part of the daily ritual prayer. The 
intention of someone who prays in this manner should not be to perform ritual 
prayer, regardless of whether he or she is in a state of major or minor ritual impu- 
rity. Moreover, this type of symbolic prayer does not exempt the person from the 
obligation of ritual prayer in the full sense; rather, it serves to “keep the covenant 
alive” between the person and God until water can be obtained for minor ritual 
ablutions, or until he or she has access to ‘purifying dust’ with which to perform 
sand ablutions. 

:J« % 

The Malikis hold that when someone has no access to tahur water or soil, he or 
she is exempted entirely from the obligation to perform ritual prayer; hence, he or 
she is neither to perform ritual prayer under such circumstances nor to make up 
such prayers later. 



212 



http : // ahle sunnahlibrary .com/ 



http://nmusba.wordpress.com/ 



RITUAL PURITY 



The basis for this ruling on their part might be the following hadith: “God does 
not accept prayer without a purifying agent,” which makes no mention of the rep- 
etition of prayers. However, the Hanafis do not say that ritual prayer without a 
purifying agent is acceptable; rather, they simply say that it must be repeated. 

* * * 

As for the Shafiis, they hold that if the person who lacks both purifying agents 
is in a state of minor ritual impurity, he is to pray a genuine prayer including the 
intention to pray and a complete Qur’anic recitation. The same ruling applies to 
someone who is in a state of major ritual impurity except that the latter must restrict 
his Qur’anic recitation to the Fatihah alone. In both cases, however, the person 
must repeat the prayer once water is found. When the person who has been in a 
state of major ritual impurity finds water, he must perform both major and minor 
ritual ablutions, then repeat the prayer which he prayed earlier without the benefit 
of either regular or sand ablutions. As for the person in a state of minor ritual 
impurity, he is obliged upon finding water to perform minor ritual ablutions, then 
repeat the prayer which he prayed earlier. However, if either of these two persons 
finds tahiir soil or dust with which to perform sand ablutions, he should not per- 
form sand ablutions in order to repeat his earlier prayer unless he thinks it likely 
that he is in a place where he will find no water, or unless he has no evidence to 
indicate whether water is likely to be found or not. 

* * 

Finally, the Hanbalis hold that the person who has no access to tahiir water or 
soil is to pray a genuine ritual prayer without being obliged to repeat it later, the 
only stipulation being that he restrict himself to obligatory prayers and abide by all 
conditions without which ritual prayer loses its validity. 
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Splints and their definition 

The term ‘splint’ (jabirah) as used by Muslim jurisprudents refers to the piece of 
cloth which is tied around an ailing part of the body, or the medicine which has 
been applied to such a part. It is not necessary that the splint be held in place by 
pieces of wood, palm branches, etc., nor is it necessary that the part of the body 
which has been wrapped be broken; rather, the criterion by which one determines 
whether it is a ‘splint’ is that the part of the body on which it has been placed be 
ailing in some way, be it a broken bone, a bruise, an area affected by rheumatic 
pain, etc. Hence, the word ‘splint’ as employed by Muslim jurisprudents refers 
either to something which has been tied around an ailing part of the body, or to the 
medicine which has been applied to it. 

When a splint prevents someone from using water 

Suppose that someone who is held accountable for the performance of ritual ablu- 
tions has a ‘splint’ in the sense described above on some part of his or her body. 
Now, if the part of the body affected is one which must be washed as part of either 
minor or major ablutions, and if washing this part of the body would be harmful or 
painful, then he or she should wipe either the bandage or the medicine, as the case 
may be, which has been placed on the area concerned. If it would be harmful to 
wipe the area with medicine on it, the person should wrap the area concerned in a 
clean cloth and wipe the cloth instead. 

This ruling is agreed upon by the Malikis, the Hanbalis and some of the 
Hanafis. 180 



180. As for the Shafiis, they hold that if the ailing part of the body is wrapped, 
the person must do the following three things: (1) Wash the unaffected part around 
the wound or ailing area. (2) Wipe the splint or bandage itself. This wiping takes the 
place of washing the unaffected area which surrounds the wound and which is con- 
cealed by the bandage. However, if the bandage covers nothing but the affected 
area alone, or if one is able to wash the sound area which is concealed by the 
bandage, the bandage need not be wiped. (3) Perform sand ablutions in lieu of 
washing the ailing area. 

If the person concerned is in a state of major ritual impurity, it is not necessary 
to maintain any specific order among these three steps, namely: (1) washing the 
adjacent, unaffected area, (2) wiping the splint, bandage, etc. and (3) performing 
sand ablutions. In other words, such a person may begin with whichever of these 
three steps he or she chooses. However, if the person is not in a state of major ritual 
impurity, he must make certain to perform Step (1) before Step (3). Thus, he must 
wash the adjacent, unaffected area before performing sand ablutions. As for Step 
(2), that of wiping the splint, bandage, etc., it may be performed before either Step 
(1) or Step (3) [or, as we have seen, it may be omitted entirely]. 

If the person has multiple wounds, sores, etc., he must perform sand ablutions 
once for each wound or ailing area. However, if the effects of the ailment are found 
all over the body, it is sufficient to perform sand ablutions just once for all the ailing 
areas; the same ruling applies if the ailment affects two entire areas which are washed 
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in succession when performing ablutions, such as the face and the arms. In other 
words, after one has washed the adjacent, unaffected sites and wiped the splints [if 
necessary], one may perform sand ablutions just once for both areas. 

The ruling discussed above applies to an area of the body which is wrapped in 
a bandage, splint, etc. If it is not wrapped, one is required to wash those parts of the 
body which are sound and to perform sand ablutions in place of washing the part 
which is ailing. One is not to wipe the ailing area with water, however, since wiping 
is not allowed in the Shafiis’ view unless it is done in place of washing an unaf- 
fected part concealed by a bandage wrapped around the ailing area; in this latter 
case, the wiping is similar to the act of wiping one’s shoes as part of ritual ablu- 
tions. If the ailing area is exposed but cannot be washed, it is meaningless to wipe 
it; hence, one is to perform sand ablutions in place of washing it. Moreover, if the 
ailment affects the face or the hands/arms, that is, those parts of the body wiped in 
sand ablutions, such that it would be impossible or harmful to wipe them with the 
soil used in sand ablutions, one must not wipe them at all; instead, one is simply 
required to repeat the prayers missed after the affected area has healed. 

* * * 

As for the Hanafis, there are two rulings in circulation among them on the 
practice of wiping a splint. According to the first ruling, wiping a splint is a duty 
rather than a fully binding obligation. (For the difference between ‘duty’ [ wdjib ] 
and ‘obligation’ [fard] in the Hanafis’ view, see the earlier discussion of this in the 
section on Ritual Ablutions.) Given this ruling, if someone fails to wipe an ailing 
part of the body and then prays, his prayer will be valid but he should repeat it later, 
since otherwise, he will have deprived himself of the intercession of the Prophet on 
the Day of Judgment, albeit without actually being punished for this omission. 

According to the second ruling — which is in agreement with the views of the 
Malikis and the Hanbalis — it is a binding obligation (fard) to wipe a splint over an 
ailing part of the body. Hence, if someone neglects to do so, his prayer will not be 
valid. 

Both of these rulings are recognized as valid by the Hanafis; hence, the person 
who finds himself in such circumstances may adopt whichever of the two he finds 
most suitable. 
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Conditions associated with wiping a splint 

In order for it to be permissible to wipe a splint, be it a bandage, medicine, etc., the 
following conditions must be met: (1) It must be harmful to wash the ailing part 
such that one fears that washing it would cause greater pain, cause it to heal less 
rapidly, etc. If the ailing part has medicine on it but is not wrapped and if it would 
be harmful to wipe it, one must wrap it in something which will not harm it, then 
wipe the wrapping, as we have mentioned. (2) The entire splint must be wiped; in 
other words, the sound area surrounding the splint should be washed, after which 
the ailing part [that is, the splint itself] should be wiped. 

However, if the splint covers an area larger than the ailing part itself due to the 
necessity of wrapping it properly, the entire splint must be wiped, including both 
the parts of it which cover the ailing area and the parts which cover the surrounding, 
unaffected area. 181 [In other words, if the sound parts around the ailing area are 
covered by the splint, they should not be washed, but wiped only.] 

Moreover, if the ailing area is one which is normally wiped anyway, such as the 
head, for example, the various schools offer different rulings in this regard. 182 



181. The Hanafis hold that it is not necessary to wipe the entire splint; rather, it 
is sufficient to wipe most of it. Thus, if one’s entire hand is covered with wounds 
and one has put a bandage on it, it is sufficient to wipe more than half of the area 
which has been wrapped. 

The Hanafis hold that if the wrapping covers more than the actual area which is 
ailing or wounded and if it would not be harmful to unwrap the affected area, one 
must unwrap it and wash it if washing it will do no harm. If washing it would be 
harmful, one must wipe the affected area and wash the unaffected area surrounding 
it. If even wiping the area would be harmful, one is to wash the area around it, then 
put the wrapping back on and wipe the wrapping. 

If, on the other hand, it would be harmful to unwrap the ailing area, one must 
wipe the bandage without removing it even if it would have been possible to wash 
or wipe what was beneath it; moreover, one must wipe the greater part of the ban- 
dage, including those parts of it which cover the surrounding, unaffected area. 

5 [« * * 

According to the Hanbalis, if the splint was put on when the person concerned 
was in a state of ritual purity and if it covers more than the affected area, he or she 
is to wipe with water [the part of the splint covering the ailing area] and perform 
sand ablutions in place of the rest. If the splint was put on when the person con- 
cerned in was not in a state of ritual purity, he or she must perform sand ablutions 
only and dispense with the wiping, which would not be valid. They also hold that if 
there are a number of ailing areas, one must perform sand ablutions for each of 
these areas unless they include all parts of the body which are washed in minor or 
major ritual ablutions, in which case one is required to perform sand ablutions only 
once for all of them. Finally, as mentioned above, the Hanbalis stipulate that some- 
one in a state of minor ritual impurity must observe the proper temporal order and 
continuity among the steps involved. 



216 



http : // ahle sunnahlibrary .com/ 



http://nmusba.wordpress.com/ 




RITUAL PURITY 



1 82. The Malikis hold that if there are wounds all over the head, the ruling on it 
is the same as that which applies to parts of the body which are washed [rather than 
wiped]. If the wounds do not cover the head and if it poses no difficulty to wipe 
some of the head, one is to wipe part of the head and complete the wiping on top of 
the turban [wrapped around the wounds]. If such wiping would pose difficulty, 
however, the ruling on it is the same as that which applies to someone whose head 
is covered with wounds. 

* * * 

According to the Shafiis, if part of the head is unwounded, it must be wiped; 
otherwise, one is to perform sand ablutions in lieu of wiping it. 

* * * 

The Hanafis hold that if part of the head is unwounded and if the unwounded 
part amounts to one-fourth of the area of the head — i.e., the area which, according 
to the Hanafis, must be wiped as part of ritual ablutions — one must wipe it. If this is 
done, there is no need to wipe the splint as well. If, on the other hand, the wounds 
cover the entire head, the ruling which applies is the same as that which applies to 
parts of the body which are washed [rather than wiped]; that is, one must wipe it if 
wiping will cause no harm; otherwise, one need only wipe the splint itself. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, they hold that if wounds cover the entire head and if it is 
impossible to wipe it, one is to wipe the entire bandage which covers it; moreover, 
if the bandage was put on when the person was in a state of ritual impurity, he is to 
perform sand ablutions as well. If, on the other hand, the head is not covered with 
wounds, one is to wipe whatever parts are unwounded, then wipe the bandage, 
since the bandage serves as a symbol for the head itself in such a situation. 
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That which renders wiping a splint invalid 
The act of wiping a splint loses its validity when it either falls off or is removed. 181 



183. According to the Malikis, if a splint falls off after the wound or ailment 
has healed, the effect of wiping it loses its validity and one is required to resume the 
normal manner of cleansing the area, be it washing or wiping. If this occurs when 
the person is in a state of ritual purity and he or she wishes to maintain this state, he 
or she must act promptly to wash or wipe the area under the splint so as not to 
disrupt the required continuity. However, if a long time passes between the splint’s 
falling off and the person’s washing or wiping the area and if the cause of the delay 
was mere forgetfulness, he or she will remain ritually pure. 

Similarly, if the splint falls off before the wound is healed, the person should 
put it back on and proceed without delay to wipe it lest the required continuity be 
broken. If the splint should fall off during ritual prayer after the wound has healed, 
the prayer becomes invalid and it must be repeated after the person has cleansed the 
area which was under it; if the same thing happens before the wound heals, the 
same ruling applies, but all one must do before repeating the prayer is to put it back 
on and wipe the splint itself. 

* * * 

According to the Shafiis, if a splint falls off during ritual prayer after the wound 
has healed, both one’s prayer and one’s ritual purity are rendered invalid. If it falls 
off before the wound heals, the prayer is invalidated, but not one’s ritual purity; 
hence, all one must do is put the splint back on and wipe it after cleansing whatever 
parts of the body come after the one on which the splint had been placed [i.e., 
according to the order in which parts of the body are washed in ritual ablutions], 

Sjc 5}t 

The Hanafis hold that if a splint falls off before healing has occurred, the act of 
wiping it is not invalidated regardless of whether it falls off during ritual prayer or 
at some other time. If it should fall off during ritual prayer after healing has taken 
place, and if it happens before the final ‘sitting’ during which one prays for bless- 
ings upon the Prophet, one's prayer will be invalidated; in this case, one must sim- 
ply cleanse the site of the splint and repeat the prayer. If it falls off during prayer, 
but after, rather than before the final ‘sitting’, one’s prayer is invalidated according 
to Imam Abu Hanlfah, but not according to the “two companions” [Abu Yusuf al- 
QadT and Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybanl], since in this case, one’s prayer 
will have been completed, and the falling off of a splint will be no different from 
someone speaking or having an occurrence of hadath after he has finished praying. 

* * * 

As for the Hanbalis, they hold that if a splint falls off, one’s entire ablutions are 
invalidated regardless of whether it falls off before or after healing has occurred. 
However, if it falls off after healing is complete, all one has to do is repeat one's 
ablutions, whereas if it falls off before this, one must perform both regular ablu- 
tions and sand ablutions again. 
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The prayer of someone who has done ablutions by wiping a splint 

A prayer performed on the basis of wiping a splint which meets the aforementioned 
conditions is valid, and there is no need for it to be repeated later after the wound or 
other condition has healed. 184 



184. According to the Shafiis, there are three situations in which such a prayer 
must be repeated: ( 1 ) when the splint is on either the face or the hands/arms, that is, 
the parts of the body included in sand ablutions, (2) when the splint is on a part of 
the body not affected by sand ablutions, and when it conceals a sound area of the 
body greater than that required for the splint to cling properly, and (3) when the 
splint is on a part of the body not affected by sand ablutions and conceals only the 
area required for it to cling properly, but was put on while the person concerned was 
in a state of ritual impurity. 
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On Ritual Prayer 

The wisdom in the establishment of ritual prayer 

All that has preceded this chapter by way of explanation of various aspects of ritual 
purity was simply an introduction to the subject of ritual prayer. As we have seen, 
all of the rulings pertaining to ritual purity — which is itself a basis and condition 
for ritual prayer — are sources of benefit to human society, since they depend upon 
such things as maintaining bodily cleanliness and keeping places of worship free of 
those types of fdth which generate disease and unpleasant odors. It is true, of course, 
that some rulings relating to ritual purity do not have a direct bearing on these 
matters in particular; however, this fact likewise reflects a clearly discernible truth, 
namely, that the aim of every act of worship in Islam is to demonstrate human 
submission to God, may He be praised and glorified, through obedience to His 
commands and avoidance of those acts which He has forbidden. 

As for ritual prayer, it is the most important of all the pillars of the Islamic 
religion. God has ordained ritual prayer for His servants in order that they might 
worship Him alone and not associate with Him any created being. As God Al- 
mighty declares, “Verily, for all believers prayer is indeed a sacred duty linked to 
particular times [of day]” (4: 103). In other words, it is an obligatory act the perfor- 
mance of which is limited to particular time periods that we are required to adhere 
to faithfully. The Messenger of God states, “Five prayers [per day] have been or- 
dained by God for His servants. Those who perform all of them, not missing a 
single one out of disdain for their true value, God promises to usher into Paradise.” 
There are numerous prophetic hadiths which stress the importance of ritual prayer, 
urging us to perform it regularly at its appointed times and warning us not to make 
light of it or to allow laziness to keep us from it. According to one such hadith, the 
Prophet says, “The five daily prayers may be likened to an overflowing river of 
sweet water which flows by someone's door and rushes into the house five times a 
day. How much filth do you think it will leave in that house?” In response, his 
listeners replied, “None.” "Thus it is,” he told them, “that the five daily prayers 
wash away sins just as water washes away dirt and filth.” In other words, the five 
daily ritual prayers purify people’s souls, cleansing them of guilt and sin just as 
bathing with pure water five times a day would purify and cleanse one’s body. 

The Messenger of God was once asked, “What is the most virtuous act a person 
can perform?” He replied, “To pray at the appointed times.” Hence, the perfor- 
mance of ritual prayer is the most virtuous, the most sublime, and the most signifi- 
cant single thing a Muslim can do. What more compelling argument could there be 
in favor of performing prayer at its ordained times each day? 

As for warning and inspiring fear in those who neglect prayer, the following 
words of the Messenger of God should suffice to achieve this end; “Those who do 
not pray have no share in Islam,” and, "The only thing that stands between a Mus- 
lim and unbelief is the neglect of prayer." These prophetic hadiths contain a severe 
reprimand for Muslims who allow sloth to get the better of them by leading them to 
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abandon ritual prayer, the very thing that distinguishes them from those who reject 
faith. In fact, some Maliki imams hold that the person who deliberately neglects 
ritual prayer has rejected faith. Be that as it may, all the four schools agree that 
prayer is one of the pillars of Islam and that those who abandon it have, in effect, 
destroyed one of the religion’s most solid underpinnings. 

What people need to realize is that the essential purpose of ritual prayer is to fill 
our hearts with an awareness of the majesty of God the Creator such that, as a result 
of prayer, our hearts tremble with awe in God’s presence and we seek both to obey 
His commands and to avoid whatever He forbids. When this takes place, it can only 
bring benefit to the human race, since those who seek to act righteously and avoid 
evil bring others nothing but goodness and blessing. As for those who pray while 
their hearts are unmindful of their Lord, preoccupied instead with personal desires 
and ambitions and physical pleasures, their prayer might fulfill their legal obliga- 
tion according to some schools, but even so, it will have failed to produce its in- 
tended result. Prayer which is complete is that which God describes thus: “Truly, to 
a happy state shall attain the believers: those who humble themselves in their 
prayer...” (Qur’an 23:1-2). 

The most fundamental purpose of ritual prayer, then, is to magnify the Divine, 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth, by coming before Him in humility and in 
submission to His eternal glory and everlasting power. We will not have prayed 
truly unless our hearts are fully present and filled with reverence for God alone. 
When we are praying in the true sense, we do not become distracted from our 
intimate communion with God by delusive or harmful thoughts. On the contrary, 
when we stand in the presence of our Maker with our hearts in a state of lowliness, 
surrender and awe before the majesty of this all-powerful, invincible Creator, the 
One Whose authority knows no bounds and Whose will cannot be frustrated, we 
will, as a consequence, be remorseful for any guilt in our lives and anxious to return 
to our Sustainer in repentance. When this happens, both our outward actions and 
our inward intentions will be set aright, our relationship with our Lord will be 
strengthened, and we will relate with integrity to other human beings, respecting 
the limits set down for us by our religion and turning away from what has been 
forbidden to us by the Sustainer of the worlds. As God says, . . prayer restrains 
[people] from loathsome deeds and from all that runs counter to reason” (29:45). 
When we live in accordance with these realities, we will have become true Mus- 
lims. 

The prayer which “restrains from loathsome deeds and from all that runs counter 
to reason” is one in which we are magnifying our Lord, full of reverence for Him 
and hopeful of experiencing His mercy. Hence, the benefit we receive from our 
prayers is directly proportionate to the degree to which we fear God and hold Him 
in awe on the level of our hearts, that is, our inward beings. After all, God looks not 
at our outward appearances, but at our hearts; hence. He says, “ . . . worship Me 
alone, and be constant in prayer, so as to remember Me!” (20:14). It goes without 
saying that if our hearts are not mindful of God, we are not remembering Him, nor 
will we be praying a genuine prayer. As the Prophet declared, "God has no regard 
for the prayer of someone whose heart is not present together with his body.” 
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This, then, is ritual prayer as understood in Islam. Moreover, prayer in this 
sense has the effect of refining people’s souls and reforming their morals, since 
every part of it serves to train us in moral virtue and imbue us with praiseworthy 
traits. What follows is a listing of some of the actions involved in ritual prayer and 
the ways in which they help in the refinement of our souls: 

First: Intention , namely, the heartfelt determination to obey God’s command to 
perform prayer as perfectly as possible and with an attitude of loving devotion to 
God alone. If we were to pray in this manner five times every day, there is no doubt 
that such loving devotion would be imprinted in our souls, becoming a permanent 
trait in our characters and yielding the loveliest of fruits in our lives both individu- 
ally and collectively. After all, there is nothing more beneficial to human society 
than sincerity and loving devotion in all one says and does. If people demonstrated 
this sort of attitude toward one another in all they said and did, they would experi- 
ence contentment and well-being both in this world and the next. 

Second: Standing in the presence of God Most High. When praying, we stand 
both physically and spiritually before our Maker, bowing our heads in reverence 
and speaking with Him in intimate conversation. As we do so, God is closer to us 
than our very jugular veins, hearing all we have to say and knowing the intentions 
of our hearts. There can be no doubt that if we do this numerous times a day, our 
hearts will be molded by our Creator in such a way that we desire to obey His 
commands and to refrain from anything He has forbidden to us. This being the 
case, we would never violate other people’s sacred rights, commit aggression against 
another, rob anyone of material possessions, or bring harm to others in connection 
with their religion or their honor. 

Third: Qur'anic recitation (the various schools’ rulings on which will be men- 
tioned below). It is essential when reciting the Qur'an that we not move our lips, 
merely mouthing the words, as it were, while our hearts and minds are elsewhere. 
Rather, we should ponder the meaning of the words we are reciting so as to take to 
heart the lessons which they have to offer. When the mention of God our Creator 
passes over our lips, our hearts should be filled with reverence and awe at God’s 
majesty and sovereignty. As He declares, “Believers are only they whose hearts 
tremble with awe whenever God is mentioned, and whose faith is strengthened 
whenever His messages are conveyed to them” (8:2). When God’s gracious at- 
tributes of mercy and righteousness are mentioned, we must teach ourselves how to 
take on these same divine attributes, since the Prophet said, “Adorn yourselves 
with the attributes of God, Who is gracious, ever ready to forgive and pardon, and 
treats all people with perfect justice.” Human beings are held accountable before 
God for whether they have striven to take on these moral qualities. If as we pray we 
recite Qur’anic verses which speak of these gracious divine attributes with an un- 
derstanding of their import, and if we repeat such recitations numerous times each 
day, our souls are bound to be influenced in such a way that we develop the longing 
to take on such qualities ourselves, which in turn serves to refine our souls and our 
morals. 

Four: Bowing and prostrating , both of which are means of expressing adora- 
tion for the King of kings. Creator of the heavens, the earth, and all that lies be- 
tween them. When we bow in the presence of our Sovereign, it is not enough sim- 
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ply to bend our torsos in the proper manner; rather, we must have a heartfelt aware- 
ness that we are humble servants bowing before the majesty of a lofty, glorious 
Deity, whose might knows no limit and whose greatness knows no end. If these 
truths are impressed on our hearts as we pray repeatedly throughout the day and 
night, our hearts will be in a constant state of godly fear that leads us to do only that 
which is pleasing to Him. Likewise, when we prostrate ourselves before our Cre- 
ator, placing our foreheads on the ground in declaration of our servanthood and 
experiencing a sense of our lowly station together with the greatness of our Master 
and Maker, it goes without saying that we will learn to fear and revere Him. When 
these things take place, our souls are set on the right path and we abstain “from 
loathsome deeds and from all that runs counter to reason.” 

In addition, there are specific aspects of ritual prayer which offer social ben- 
efits of great significance. One of these is community , that is, communal prayer. 
The Prophet urges us to take part in communal prayer, saying, “Prayer performed 
in community is superior to individual prayer by twenty-seven degrees.” By gather- 
ing as a group to perform ritual prayer in straight, uniform rows, we have the oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted as human beings. Communal prayer can serve to join 
hearts which have been alienated, removing hatred and resentments. This is one of 
the most sublime elements in the unity which God Most High has commanded us to 
pursue and preserve in His precious book, saying, “And hold fast, all together, unto 
the bond with God, and do not draw apart from one another” (3:103). As such, 
coming together for communal prayer serves as a reminder of the brotherhood of 
which God speaks, saying, “All believers are but brethren” (49: 10). Hence, believ- 
ers who gather to worship a single Lord should not forget that they are brothers and 
sisters. On the contrary, the greatest among them should be merciful toward the 
least among them; those who are young should respect and honor their elders; the 
wealthy among them should come to the aid of those who are indigent; the strong 
among them should assist the weak; and those who are in good health should visit 
those who are ill. In so doing, they act in accordance with the words of the Prophet, 
who said, “Muslims are brothers and sisters to one another; hence, none of them 
would wrong or dishonor another. Whoever helps his brother in a time of need will 
himself be helped by God in a time of need; if anyone delivers a [fellow] Muslim 
from distress in this world. God will deliver him from distress on the Day of Resur- 
rection; and anyone who protects a Muslim [in this worldj will be protected by God 
on the Day of Resurrection.” 1 If we were to mention all the benefits prayer pro- 
vides, we could go on for pages on end; hence, contenting ourselves with what has 



1. The Arabic verb satara, rendered here as ‘protect’, and which also means 
‘cover, conceal, guard, or shield’, bears the additional meaning of ‘forgive’. Hence, 
this statement could possibly have been translated, “anyone who forgives a Muslim 
[in this world] will be. forgiven by God on the Day of Resurrection.” In either case, 
it is interesting to note the connection between shielding, covering, protecting, etc. 
and the act of forgiveness, which involves a conscious decision to treat an offense 
as if it were “invisible”, so to speak [t.n.]. 



226 



http : // ahle sunnahlibrary .com/ 



http://nmusba.wordpress.com/ 




